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No parts are inaccessible in the 105 type in LEICH TELE- 
PHONES. The induction coil is mounted just below the 
ringer on the door that opens to the left. A coil can be re- 
placed within a few minutes with or without soldering as 
the terminals have both screw and solder connections. 


The ringer adjustment is simple and easy to make; the 
switchhook is easy to inspect, and the generator can be re- 
moved readily. 


Another convenient feature is the binding post on the re- 
ceiver. Cords with either pin, spade, straight tinsel or tin- 
sel loops can be used. 


With all these exceptional advantages LEICH MAG- 
NETO WALL TELEPHONES SE LL AT A REASON- 
ABLE PRICE. 


Catalog and Prices on Request 


LEICH ELECTRIC CO. 


Telephones, Switchboards, Accessories 
GENOA, ILLINOIS 


DISTRIBUTORS 
ELECTRIC APPLIANCE COMPANY TELEPHONE & ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO. 
Chicago, Dallas, San Francisco, New Orleans Spokane, Wash 
ST. PAUL ELECTRIC CO. B-R ELECTRIC COMPANY 
St. Paul, Minn. Kansas City, Mo 
POST GLOVER ELECTRIC CO. 


Cincinnati, Ohio 























THE AMERICAN [ff 


| | 


¢ 





TELEPHONE YOURNAL 


Gemprising Telephony, American Telephone Journal, Telephone Weekly, Telephone Magazine, Telephone Securities, The Telephone, Sound Waves. 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY THE TELEPHONY PUBLISHING COMPANY 


116 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 





H. D. FARGO, PRESIDENT AND TREASURER. 
G. M. ALLEN, Mar., Copy DEPARTMENT. 


S. R. EDWARDS, Secretary ANp EpiTor. 
L. M. PETERSON, Assistant Epiror. 


J. R. HASTIE, Vice-PresipENT AND ADVERTISING MANAGER. 
S. J. BORCHERS, Assistant ADVERTISING MANAGER. 





Entered as second-class matter September 4, 1908, at the post office at Chicago, Ill., under act of March 3, 1879. 








Volume 76 
Number 19 


CHICAGO, SATURDAY, MAY 10, 1919 


Subscription—10 Cents a Copy 
$3 a Year U. S., Cuba and Mexico 
$4 Canada, $5 Other Countries 








The Next Step in Price Revision. 

The time has arrived tor the readjust- 
ment of telephone rates. Price readjust- 
ment is the absorbing and compelling 
problem of the day. At the outbreak of 
the European war the prices of commod- 
ities had maintained for years a relatively 
fixed relation to each other and to the 
wages of labor. The price system was 
normal. 

The events of the last four years have 
torn prices from their moorings, until the 
present system is widely different from 
the one to which we were accustomed in 
prewar days. 

The price of cloth and clothing in Sep- 
tember, 1918, stood at 251 per cent of 
1913 prices; farm products at 236 per 
cent; and lumber and building materials 
at 158 per cent. The prices of commod- 
ities which were fixed by the government 
in July, 1917, and thereafter were 185 per 
cent of 1913 prices. During the same 
period general wages rose 70 per cent. 

Curiously enough, the index numbers 
which showed these price changes do not 
include the prices which public utility 
companies received for the services which 
they render to the public. These indus- 
tries had their prices fixed, even in the 
prewar period, a fact which seems to have 
been overlooked in the public excitement 
over price fixing. 

A comparison of the movement of pub- 
lic utility rates with other prices which 
were fixed by public authority will show 
at once that here is a set of prices which 


are sadly out of joint and which must be 


readjusted upward before the situation 
can become normal and stable. No price 
system is stable unless the prices of prod- 
ucts maintain a certain relation to the 
prices of the labor and material used in 
producing them. No price can long en- 
dure which does not cover the costs of 
production including a reasonable return 
on capital invested. 

The necessity for increasing railroad 
rates was realized soon after our entrance 
into the war—and they were increased by 
25 per cent. Street railway fares have 
pretty generally been raised by at least 
20 per cent. The Postmaster General has 
made an increase of 20 per cent in tel- 
egraph rates. Telephone rates, however, 
have been increased by less than 10 per 
cent since the prewar period. 

While public regulation has fixed the 
prices which telephone companies may 
charge for their service, it has not lim- 
ited the prices which they must pay for 
labor and material. !t requires only 
common sense to see that an increase of 
less than 10 per cent in rates and of 75 
per cent in operating expenses can result 
This 


which is actually confronting 


in nothing but bankruptcy. is the 
condition 
the telephone companies today. 

The cost of materials used by telephone 
companies will remain high. The index 
number stood at 200 in March, 1919. As 
long as commodity prices remain high, the 
cost of living and wages will also remain 
high. A raise in rates which would yield 
an increase of 20 per cent in gross rev- 


enue is necessary to remove the gross 


— 


injustice of the present situation as re- 
gards the telephone business. 

This increase will fall upon the portion 
of the community best able to bear it. 
of all 


revenues are collected from business users 


Seventy-five per cent telephone 
whose profits are ample to absorb the 
added costs. These are the people whose 
products have been sold at prices which 
have driven up the cost of operation, of 
living and of wages. Their profits dur- 
ing the last three years have been unprece- 
dented, and will probably not return to 
the prewar level for years to come. 

The net increase of the industrial, mer- 
cantile and miscellaneous corporations re- 
ported to the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue of the United States increased 
from $2,897,618,000 in 1913 to $6,697,000,- 
000 in 1916; to $8,300,000,000 in 1917; to 
$7,500,000,000 in 1918; and it is estimated 
will not fall below $5,000,000,000 in 1919. 

During this period, our national divi- 
dend, which represents the income of all ‘ 
the people, including wage earners, has 
increased from $35,000,000,000 to $72,000,- 
000,000. The number of people reporting 
incomes of $3,000 and over increased from 
357.598 to 


697,055, incomes 


1917 as 


while their 
amounted to 


against $3,900,000,000 in 1913. 


$7,500,000,000 in 


In view of the fact that 75 per cent of 
all telephone revenues are paid by the 
people who have made these profits, it is 
neither just nor reasonable that telephone 
service should continne to be furnished 
at prewar rates. The time has arrived 


for the readjustment of telephone rates. 





Wire Rate Legislation Necessary 


Release of Telephones and Telegraphs from Government Control Meets 
General Approval but Protective Rate Regulation Should First Be En- 
acted by Congress—Private Operation to Be Safeguarded as in Railways 


Official confirmation by Postmaster 
General Burleson that the government is 
to turn back the telephone and telegraph 
companies definitely settles that point, 
and now the all-important consideration 
is to obtain from Congress appropriate 
legislation that will protect the private 
owners. 

The Postmaster General emphasizes 
that fact, and the feeling is general 
among the wire corporations that it is 
up to Congress to enact remedial legis- 
lation necessary to guarantee the com- 
panies adequate rates to meet the greatly 
increased costs of operating. 

Furthermore, this legislative program 
should by rights include a sufficient ap- 
propriation to pay the companies the 
amounts due them under their compen- 
sation contracts in force during the pe- 
riod of federal control. Inasmuch as Mr. 
Burleson is advocating protective legis- 
lation, his efforts along this line should 
be supported. 

Just that legislation will 
eventually take is not known at present, 
but it is expected President Wilson will 
return to Washington the last of the 
month. Congress has been called for a 
special session opening May 19. That 
the President will urge the passage of an 
act to cover the wires is fully expected. 

As in the case of the railroads, it is 
pointed out there must be some form of 
regulation which will guarantee the util- 
ity companies sufficient compensation to 


what form 


meet increased expenses. The conflicts 
which have arisen between the federal 
authorities and the state commissions 


over rates should be ironed out, so that 
when the properties go back they will 
find the state regulatory bodies’ in a 
friendly frame of mind and not disposed 
te penalize the companies for the quar- 
rels which originated with the Post Office. 

In this connection it would be wise for 
Independent telephone associations to lose 
no time in preparing to submit their 
wishes and needs to Congress. It is an 
important matter, and will affect the in- 
dustry for years to come. 

The feeling of the public right now is 
that the railroads are entitled to com- 
pensation that will enable them to meet 
the high cost of operation, a reasonable 
1eturn on the capital invested and to 
insure good service. The same should 
be true of the telephone companies. This 
epportunity should be seized without de- 
lay, and advantage should be taken of 
the chance to obtain a fair deal for those 
who are to handle the telephone service 
of the country. 


On April 29 Mr. Burleson issued the 
jollowing order with regard to the cable 
systems: 

“Order No. 3047. 

The marine cable systems of the United 
States, and every part thereof, includ- 
ing all equipment and appurtenances 
thereto whatsoever, and all material and 
supplies, the possession, control, super- 
vision and operation of which was as- 
sumed by the President by his proclama- 
tion of the 2nd day of November, 1918, 
to be exercised by and through the Post- 

















Postmaster General Burleson Advocates 
Protective Legislation Before Wires 
Are Released. 


master General, Albert S. Burleson, are 
hereby returned to their respective own- 
ers, managers, boards of directors or re- 
ceivers to take effect on midnight, May 
2, 1919. 

Representatives of the Postmaster 
General operating said properties 
will take immediate steps to carry this 
crder into effect. 

By direction of the President. 

( Signed. ) A. S. BuRLEson, 

Postmaster General.” 

Accompanying this order the Postmas- 
ter General gave out the following state- 
ment in which, while he admits Congress 
is opposed to government control and 
ownership of the wires, Mr. Burleson 
himself still adheres to his advocacy of 
the proposition, asserting it has not as 
yet had a fair trial: 

“By direction of the. President, the 
requisite orders have been issued re- 


16 


now 


storing the various cable lines to their 
respective owners, effective May 2, 1919 
The telegraph and telephone lines will 
be returned to the various companies as 
secon as legislation can be secured from 
Congress safeguarding the 
the owners thereof. 

For a number of years, the Postmaster 
General has advocated the government 
ownership of the telegraph and telephone 
systems and has urged that they should 
be blended with, and become a part of, 
the postal -establishment, as 
agencies of communication. 


interests of 


essential 


He is firmly convinced, if such a policy 
was entered upon, that where there are 
now three telegraph and telephone pole 
lines and sometimes four, occupying the 
same highway, entailing immense waste, 
better and cheaper service could be given 
by one co-ordinate wire agency; that by 
the abolition of various supervisory 
forces of the wire systems which would 
then be unnecessary, by complete unifica- 
tion of the systems thereby eliminating 
the operating cost of the useless system, 
Ly thoroughly co-ordinating the remain- 
ing telegraph and telephone services, by 
the consolidation of offices and the util- 
ization of post buildings where 
practicable, by the use of stamps as a 


office 


means of eliminating costly and compli- 
cated accountings and the utilization of 
the auditing and accounting forces of the 
Post Office Department 


eliminating those of the 


thereby largely 
wire systems, 
that such savings could be effected that 
would enable those in authority, during 
normal times, to materially reduce the 
cost of the wire service to the people. 

As to the wisdom of this course, the 
Postmaster General has not changed hi: 
views. At the time the government took 
over the control of the wires, extraordi 
nary and abnormal conditions existed, 
resulting in a constantly increasing and 
very high operating cost, which has nec 
éssarily continued. 

The early coming of the armistice, th« 
accentuated cost of operation and dimin 
ishing revenues, the uncertainty in th 
period of government control, presented 
such a situation that those in charge for 
the government were able to accomplish 
but little by way of unification, or to go 
forward with their policies of economy 
Consequently they were soon brought 
face to face with a very serious, but 
quite simple problem, to wit: Given—in- 
creasing cost of operation plus diminish- 
ing revenues, equals—what? There cai 
be but one answer—increase of rates. 


This action was taken. It was quite 
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proper direction. 


and conducted by private enterprise. 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT ANNUAL MEETING OF CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
OF UNITED STATES AT ST. LOUIS LAST WEEK. 


Resolution No. 5—Government and Business. 

The very essence of civilization is that there be placed upon the individual only that degree of restraint which 
shall prevent his encroachment upon the rights of others, thus releasing to the utmost individual initiative in every 
Our form of government most effectively expresses and maintains this principle. 
basic law exists ample provision for such changes as may from time to time be necessary to safeguard our people. 
It is therefore essential that our government should scrupulously refrain from entering any of the fields of trans- 
portation, communication, industry and commerce, or any phase of business when it can be successfully undertaken 
Any tendency of government to enter such fields should be carefully weighed in 
the light of its possible effect upon the very genius of our institutions. 


Resolution No. 10—Telephones and Telegraphs. 


The government should promptly return to their respective owners the telegraph and telephone properties now 
being operated by the government, and Congress is urged to enact such legislation as will permit by voluntary agree- 
ment and under proper federal consent and regulation, any consolidation of companies or joint utilization of facilities 
that may be found to be of economic advantage and in the public interest. 


Within our 








unfortunate, and was taken with deepest 
regret, but it was imperative. 

To an intelligent mind this increase 
of rates constitutes no sound reason for 
a change of view on the original propo- 
sition—that it is economically wise for 
the government to own the wire systems 
as a part of the postal establishment— 
and in no sense tends to refute the sound- 
ness of the contention that through such 
ownership, savings would be effected that 
would result in a reduction of rates. For 
example, street car companies and other 
public utility organizations throughout 
the country, which are being operated 
under private control, are in many cases 
on the verge of bankruptcy and are pe- 
titioning for an increase in rates for their 
services: and, when having been granted 
the increases sought, often return with 
petitions for still further increase, basing 
their claims upon the higher wages and 
increased cost of material. 

The Wire Administration could not 
escape this condition which extended 
throughout the country in relation to 
every form of service, public or private. 

There is quite a difference between 
government ownership and government 
control for a limited and very uncertain 
period. The present control affords no 
more a test of the virtues of government 
ownership than could be had through a 
temporary receivership in a court pro- 
ceeding. 

That the contention of the Postmaster 
General for a complete unification of the 
various wire systems is both wise from 
an economic standpoint and supported 
by sound business principles, has been 
confirmed by the ablest experts on elec- 
trical transmission in America. That it 
should be brought about the Postmaster 
General still believes, preferably through 
government ownership and operation as 
a part of the postal establishment, but if 
this is not done, then through some 
means of unified control by privaté own- 
ership, over which the government should 





at all times exercise a wholesome, regu- 
latory supervision. 

About the desirability of this, the 
Postmaster General has had no reason to 
undergo a change of mind. However, for 
some time it has been apparent that the 
first of these alternatives does not meet 
with the approbation of the new Con- 
gress. Such being the case, there is but 


‘ one course to pursue, and that is to re- 


turn the various wire properties to their 
prospective owners after urging proper 
legislation to safeguard the interest of all 
the properties, in fairness to the invest- 
ors, and to insure proper service to the 
public. 

Having reached this conclusion, the 
Postmaster General does not hesitate as 
to his line of action.” 


Public Welcomes Private Operation. 


Current comment in the newspapers all 
over the country show that the Post- 
master General’s promise to return the 
telephone and telegraph properties to pri- 
vate control has caused a wave of relief 
tc sweep over the country. The advan- 
tages of individual management and busi- 
ness enterprise and efficiency appear very 
attractive to the public, judging from 
these editorial opinions, most of which 
voice the belief that the experiment of 
government operation, with its attendant 
complications, has killed government 
ownership of utilities, or at least put it 
on the shelf for many years. 

It is interesting to note that metropol- 
itan papers which used to take special 
delight in condemning the telephone ser- 
vice now look back to private operation 
with great pride, and are welcoming the 
day when it will be re-established. 

Some of them are honest enough to 
admit that they did not rightly appreci- 
ate what they had. For example, the Chi- 
cago Tribune, referring to the period of 
government control, says that the tele- 
phone and telegraph systems will escape 
from the confusion of politics and “we 





hope will soon be rendering the business 
public the service to which it has been 
accustomed.” 

Continuing, the Tribune editorial says: 

“It has been an expensive and exasper- 
ating experience, this experiment in ex- 
temporized government 
great utilities. But it may pay out well 
in the long run by teaching the American 
people that plausible formulas, trumpeted 
by self-chosen friends of the people, are 
not certain to work out in practice as 
predicted. It may teach us to think a 
little of the benefits derived from what 
we have and to try to balance them 
against shortcomings. 


operation of 


We have had so much in this country 
and have got it so easily that we do not 
value it. Perhaps our war experience 
will incline us to cling a little more de- 
terminedly to what we have rather than 
to let it go at once upon any promise of 
betterment. dependent 
upon knowing what to throw away. Any 
upon knowing what to throw away. Any 
one can point out defects in any system. 
Every system has defects. 


Progress is as 


jut progress 
to a considerable degree depends upon a 
sensible estimate of the balance of bene- 
fits and effects. 

Government ownership and operation 
are offered as a panacea for all public 
utility evils. The adherents of this the- 
ory seldom discuss the dangers and lim- 
itations of this policy. That is a weak- 
ness of partisanship shown by both sides 
jut the public which has to pay for mis- 
takes, which have to do with the utilities 
in whosever hands they are, would do 
well to check up on the wartime experi- 
ments and review the public ownership 
arguments in the light of experience. 

It may be that we shall have to adopt 
public ownership of many utilities. It may 
be that all means of transportation and 
communication will have to be national- 
ized some day. Butat least let us not drift 
into it. Let us try to appreciate the 
merits of the private systems as well as 
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their faults. Let us see if we cannot cure 
the worst of the latter by perfecting a 
system of regulation, before we take final 
leave of those principles of private initia- 
tive and responsibility upon which our 
prosperity, whatever its excesses and de- 
fects, has been chiefly founded. 

Americans, we are confident, will not 
care for a bureaucratic system which 
confronts them at every turn with a gov- 
ernment clerk and forces them to make 
their way at all times through a maze of 
official red tape. We rather think that if 
they get it they will look back upon even 
the era of the public be damned with 
envy. For under a bureaucracy it will 
be the public that does the damning.” 
Burleson Toll Rates Enjoined by 

Mississippi High Court. 

A perpetual injunction restraining the 
Cumberland Telegraph & Telephone Co. 
from enforcing rate increases on intra- 
state messages, as ordered by Postmaster 
General Burleson, was issued April 21 by 
the Mississippi Supreme Court. The de- 
cision is regarded as of national impor- 
tance inasmuch as it declares the 
posed rate increase is an infringement of 
state police powers. 


pro- 


Of the many pend- 
ing injunctions against the new telephone 
rates, this is the first 


one to be made 
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permanent. It is understood an appeal 
will be taken to the United States Su- 
preme Court. 

The court held that was not a 
suit against the United States nor the 
President, “but against a subordinate off- 
cer who seeks to justify his contemplated 
action by the claim of power delegated 
to him by the President. This claim does 
not of itself oust the court of jurisdic- 
tion, but must be established by the ap- 
pellees, and this they cannot do for the 
reason that the President himself has 
not been vested by the resolution of the 
Congress here in question with any more 
power to disregard the police regulations 
of the authorize 
any subordinate to do so, but on the con- 
trary the resolution expressly enjoins him 
to observe them from which follows that 
no such power has been or can be dele- 
gated by the President to a subordinate.” 

This referred to the act of Congress 
passed July 16, 1918, providing that “noth- 
this act shall be construed to 
amend, repeal, impair or affect existing 
laws or powers of the states.” 

The majority opinion was read by 
Chief Justice Sydney M. Smith. A dis- 
senting vote was cast by Associate Jus- 
tice J. Morgan Stevens. 


this 


several states, nor to 


ing in 


The court further, ruled that it was not 
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within the power of the commander-in- 
chief of the army to operate a telegraph 
or telephone system outside. a _ military 
zone without authorization 


from Con- 


gress. 


Injunction Against Toll Rates De- 
nied in Wisconsin. 

The Wisconsin Supreme Court, on 
April 29, denied the application of the 
state order restraining the toll 
rates put into effect January 21 by Post- 
master General Burleson, and dismissed 
the suit. The opinion was written by 
Chief Justice J. B. Winslow, who held 
that the suit is one against the federal 
government and one that cannot be main- 
tained. 

In holding 


for an 


that the government 
not be sued except with its own consent 
and in courts of its own choice, the chief 
justice declared that “this does not mean 
that United States officers or agents may 
not be held personally liable in actions of 
tort to private persons whose rights of 
person or property they have wrongfully 
invaded or injured while acting under 
the authority of the United States. Nor 
does it mean immunity from injunction 
process on the part of 
threatened 


Cali- 


officer in 
property 


such 
case of injury to 


rights.” 


Intrastate Rate Authority Cases 


United States Supreme Court on May 5 and 6 Heard Arguments in Railroad, 
Telephone and Telegraph Cases Involving Right of Government to Fix Rates 


Within States—Decision Expected Next 


Arguments were heard in the United 
States Supreme Court on May 5 and 6 in 
proceedings involving the right of the 
federal government to interfere with the 
intrastate freight and passenger rates and 
telegraph and telephone tolls under the 
joint congressional resolutions and presi- 
dential proclamations authorizing federal 
control of the railroads and wire sys- 
tems of the country. 

While the cases heard came from five 
states—North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Kansas, Illinois and Massachusetts—pro- 
ceedings attacking the government's au- 
thority to supersede state rate-making 
commissions had been instituted in about 
25 states, with the result that in some the 
government’s contention was upheld, 
while in others decisions favorable to the 
state authorities were rendered. 

Arguments in the telephone and tele- 
graph cases, involving the authority of 
the Postmaster General to increase intra- 
state toll rates, were concluded on May 6 
and the cases taken under advisement. 
Numerous states and municipalities were 
represented, the former by their attor- 
ney general and the latter by special 
counsel. 

The before until 


court, recessing 


May 19, issued an order permitting the 
Postmaster General to continue to charge 
increased telegraph rates in Illinois and 
temporarily stayed the carrying into effect 
of injunctions issued by Federal Judge 
Landis, enjoining the Postmaster General 
from making the increase effective. The 
order, announced by Chief Justice White, 
remains in effect until the appeals have 
been disposed of finally. 

Owing to the importance of the ques- 
tion, court officials said final determina- 
tion of the suits might be made before 
the Supreme court adjourns next month. 

The increase of intrastate telephone toll 
rates by the Postmaster General was de- 
fended in a brief filed by the government 
on May 2, in connection with the appeals 
from South Dakota and Massachusetts 
courts. The state authorities in their ap- 
peals have contended that increase was 
an undue interference with their police 
powers. 

The government in its brief declares 
the suits instituted by the South Dakota 
and Massachusetts authorities to re- 
strain the Postmaster General from in- 
creasing the rates were in_ reality 
brought against the United States with- 
out its consent and should be dismissed. 


Month Before Court Adjourns 


The government also contends that in 
taking over control of the telephone sys- 
tems of the country, the President 
‘placed them in the hands of the Post- 
master General as his representative. 
under the broad power given him by the 
resolution to manage as he saw fit,” and 
they thus were, in effect, added to the 
postal service and “became as much a part 
of the means of conveying news or com- 
munication as the mail.” 

“The regulation of 
said, “as an 


rates,” the brief 
exercise of power is the 
assertion of a right to control a private 
business, affected with a public interest 
and subject to a public use, so as t 
subject the private property to the pub- 
lic service upon the payment of just 
compensation. To this end, in 
that the private right may not be as- 
serted to extort undue compensation for 
use, the power is exercised to regulate 
the price for use just as it might be t 
regulate the price for the property itsel! 
if the fee was being taken.” 

The government brief, prepared by 
Solicitor General King, denies that 
state police powers are impaired or af 
fected by not submitting the rates fixed 
by the officers of the United States to 


ordet 


} 
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state control, because not only the 
police regulations of the state do not 
affect rates made by the government 


itself, but the police power does not ex- 
tend to such a subject. 
“The the 
acted and fixed the rate when the public 
officers of the United States 
clear that if Congress 
confer upon the states the 
regulate the rates at which 
the United States will furnish telephone 
service, it would not expressed 
that intention by a reservation to the 
states of their ‘police regulations.’ 
“When a private corporation leases, 
however short a time, the property 
of another such corporation, it is 
tainly with the expectation of making 
enough from its operations to pay the 
rental and even a profit to itself. It 
was, therefore, to be supposed that the 
government would expect’ to charge in 
the operation of these properties suf- 
ficient pay for, the increasing 
expenses of operation and discharge the 
rental which it pay. It would 
have been legitimate to have even con- 
templated some additional sum to reim- 
burse the government the 
public officers consumed in this work.” 


public,” brief adds, “has 
fixed it. 

“It seems had 
intended to 


power to 


have 


ior 


cer- 


rates to 


was to 


for time of 


The government contends that state 
public utilities commissions were never 
authorized when created by the states 


nor since, to deal with the rates of public 
utilities operated by the government. 


Counsel for North Dakota also tiled 
their brief on May 2. The brief asserted 
that Congress in enacting the railroad 
control act had no intention of giving 
federal officials authority to interfere 
with intrastate freight and passenger 
rates and asserted that the statute did 
not confer arbitrary power upon the 
President. 

“Under the control act,” it says, 


authorized to make 
only such orders as are necessary and 
proper to carry out the objects of fed- 
eral control, namely, the use of the rail- 
roads for war and other con- 
nected therewith. Clearly the state laws 
upon these subjects are not inconsistent 
with the act of Congress and cannot be 
abrogated or superseded by an order 
of the President.” 


“the President is 


purposes 





Against Intrastate Rates 
Raised by Burleson. 

Injunction proceedings have been filed 
against three Indiana telephone compa- 
nies by Ele Stansbury, attorney general 
ior Indiana, to prevent the companies 
from collecting higher telephone rates 
which were declared in effect on May 1 
on the authority of Postmaster General 
Burleson. In two of the suits temporary 
lestraining orders have been issued and 
similar action probably will be taken in 
the third suit very shortly. 

The suits were brought by the attor- 
ney general at the request of the Indiana 


Suits 
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Service Commission, which con- 
that Mr. Burleson not the 
power to put new rates into effect with- 


out the consent of the commission. 


Public 


tends has 


The companies against which the suits 
were brought are: The Southern (Bell) 
Telephone Co. of Indiana, which oper- 
ates a telephone system in 30 cities and 
towns in the southern part of the state; 
the Home Telephone & Telegraph Co. of 
Fort Wayne and New Haven, and the 
Connersville Telephone Co., which oper- 
ates in Fayette county. 

Temporary restraining orders’ have 
been issued against the Southern Tele- 
phone Co. and the Home Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. preventing these two com- 
panies from putting the new rates into 
effect. Action on the suit filed against 
the Telephone the 
Fayette county circuit court, it was ex- 
pected, would be taken in a few days. 

In a letter which the Indiana Public 
Service Commission sent to the attor- 
ney general, requesting him to bring the 
injunction proceedings against the com- 
pany at Fort Wayne and New Haven, it 
holds that “the action on the part of the 
Postmaster 


Connersville Co. in 


and that 
telephone rates 
of Fort Wayne and New Haven can le- 
gally be 


General is illegal 


the only way in which 
order of this 

Neither the 
Postmaster General nor the Home Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., of Fort Wayne, 
has petitioned this for an 
increase in rates nor have the rates which 
the Postmaster General is seeking to en- 


increased is by 


commission for a hearing. 


commission 


force been submitted to this commission 
for approval before becoming effective, 
nor has there been any public hearing on 


said rates at which patrons could be 
heard. 
“The company has had the lawful 


right at all times in the past to file a 
petition with this commission for an in- 
crease in rates and have that question de- 
termined upon its merits, but the com- 
pany has not petitioned the commission 
nor made any effort, as provided by law, 
tc secure an increase in rates.” 
As soon as the officials of the 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. at Fort 
Wayne received instructions from Post- 
master General Burleson to increase rates 
on certain classes of 


Home 


subscribers, an- 
nouncement was made that every dollar 
of the revenue from the increased rate 
would be used to increase the wages of 
employes, especially the operators. 

“The government is making revision in 
the rates of telephone companies wher- 
ever it is found best in its judgment 
to do so,” said Frank E. Bohn, general 
manager of the Fort Wayne company, 
after he had received permission to put 
the new rates into effect. “In Fort Wayne 
we were instructed 
rates on business 


raise the 
from $3 


only to 
telephones, 


to $4 per month, and on direct line resi- 
cence telephones from $2 to $2.50. 


This 
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affected about 
&,000 of our subscribers. The special rate 


increase would not have 
on some residence telephones which has 
heen granted in the past, when the sub- 
scriber had also a business telephone, was 
to be abolished under the new rates.” 

In elaborating on the steps that were 
to be taken if the new rates had been put 
into effect, Mr. Bohn said that although 
the government had dated the increase 
in rates May 1, the Home Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., on its own initia- 
tive, had decided to date the increase in 
wages to its employes back to January 1. 


from 


It was also announced that the company 
intended to expend approximately $50,000 
for service improvements. 

Advances of cents to $1 a 
month on telephone rentals were to be 
put into effect by the Southern Telephone 
Co. of Indiana if it had not been for the 
action of Philip C. 
Vanderburg 


from 25 


Gould, judge of the 
circuit 
the gen- 

granted a temporary re- 


county court at 


Evansville, who, on 


eral’s petition, 


attorney 
straining order. A hearing on the order 
will be heard Thursday, May 15, the re- 
straining order being made to cover that 
date, when litigation will commence to 
determine whether or not the injunction 
should be made permanent. 


ha Phe 


the Connersville Telephone Co., at Con- 


Frazee, owner and manager of 


nersville, said the rates there would be 
an increase of approximately 22 per cent. 
The Connersville exchange serves 500 
rural telephones and of this number 200 
had been paying a rate of $15 annually. 
These 200 the proposed 


new rates were put into effect, would be 


subscribers, if 


required to pay $18 per year. 

Party line subscribers who had been 
paying $1 per month would be required 
to pay $1.25. This increase would affect 
about 400 Fifty cents per 
month would be added to the cost of all 
the other telephones in the city. 


Injunction Against Burleson Rates 
In Missouri Permanent. 
Judge J. G. Slate of the Cole county 
circuit court at Jefferson City, Mo., on 
April 26, made permanent the temporary 
injunction he had issued to restrain the 
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co 
putting into effect in 
creased rates proposed by 
General Burleson. The 
sought by the Missouri 

Commission. 


subscribers. 


from 
Missouri the in- 
Postmaster 
injunction was 


Public Service 


Sioux City Acts to Seize Two 
Telephone Systems. 

Sioux City, Ia., started proceedings re- 
cently in the District Court for the seiz- 
ure of the property of the two telephone 
companies operating in Sioux City, the 
Iowa, or Bell, and the Sioux City Auto- 


matic company. Tormer Judge J. L. Ken- 
nedy will prosecute the case. The city 
maintains the companies have violated 


their franchises by stifling competition. 











“Telephony’s’ Home Study Course for Telephone Men 


A Complete Presentation of the Principles Underlying Modern Telephony in All 
lis Branches—Arranged Systematically So That Regular Reading and Faithful 
Study Will Qualify Ambitious Men for Higher Positions—Prepared Under 
Supervision of Stanley R. Edwards—This Section Written by Jay G. Mitchell 








Quiz Questions on the Preceding 

Installments. 

1184. Outline the several 
which a complete connection between the 
calling and called stations of the 100-line 
automatic system is established. 

1185. Trace the circuit over which the 
alternating voice-carrying currents must 
pass from station to station in the 100- 
line automatic system shown schematical- 
ly in Fig. 294. 

1186. Trace the path followed by the 
transmitter operating current to the call- 
ing station. Trace the path of the trans- 
mitter operating current to the called sta- 
tion. What is the effect of the operation 
of double-wound current-supply relay H ? 
When is double-wound current-supply re- 
lay A operated? 

1187. How is the calling line circuit 
protected from the intrusion of another 
call? Explain how the called line is pro- 
tected from the intrusion of another call. 

1188. How is the master switch pro- 
tected from interference due to the opera- 
tion of the line switch plungers while en- 
gaged in passing them to a position op- 
posite the bank contacts of a disengaged 
trunk circuit? 

1189. Why is it advisable to shunt the 
transmitter of the calling telephone while 
the switch-driving impulses are being 
sent? How is this shunt created when 
switch-driving impulses are to be sent? 

1190. What is true of all traffic, as far 
as each item of equipment is concerned, 
in an automatic system similar to the one 
whose circuits are represented in Fig. 
294 ? 

CHAPTER XXXII. Mechanical 

Switching (Continued). 

1191. Traffic distribution in three-digit 
svstem.—While the 100-line system af- 
fords an opportunity of studying the 
operations of separate items of equip- 
ment, it is evident that the traffic consid- 
erations found are the same as those of 
any other small telephone exchange sys- 
tem. In other words, the character of 
the traffic load is apt to be erratic due to 
the comparatively small number of line 
circuits involved and the continuity of 
the load is apt to be interrupted for 
considerable periods of time. 

With the exchange having a capicity 
of 1,000 lines, however, the conditions 
are different. Here the traffic is of suf- 


steps by 


ficient bulk to permit of careful study 
and the matter of distribution becomes 
of great importance. 

In Fig. 295 is shown schematically the 
distribution of the traffic load in an ex- 
change having a capacity for 1,000 lines, 
a three-digit system. Each group of 
100-line circuits has access, through in- 
dividual line switches, to ten trunks and 
through these trunks to ten 
lectors. 

The selection of the first selector trunk 


first se- 


various groups shown in Fig. 295 is the 
maximum number mechanically possible 
with the standard types of equipment 
In most cases there are at least a few 
groups in which the number of trunk cir- 
cuits actually equipped is less than the 
maximum number possible. For instance, 
the ten separate groups of first selector 
trunks will each have a maximum capac- 
ity of ten, but it should be clearly under- 
stood that many of the groups of first 
selector trunks in any given system will 
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Fig. 295. 


to be used, is made by the line switch 
after a trunk has been seized by the 
previous call. In other words, the se- 
lection, as far as the first selector to be 
used is concerned, is made before the 
call is received at the exchange. Any 
given line circuit must of a 
maximum of ten trunks and these ten 
trunks terminate in first selectors. 

All outgoing calls from a maximum of 
100-line circuits must therefore filter 
through a group of not more than ten 
trunks. Each of these trunks terminates 
in a first selector switch and, therefore, 
all the calls from any given group of 
100-line circuits must likewise filter 
through a maximum of ten first selector 
switches, 

1192. Traffic grouping in plain three- 
digit system.—lIt is self-evident that the 
number of individual circuits in the 


20 


use one 


Traffic Distribution 


1,000-Line Automatic System. 


not require that trunks be 


equipped. 


ten actually 

In many groups of line circuits contain- 
ing 100-lines, the originating traffic is less 
than the amount sufficient to require the 
use of the entire ten trunks that the 
equipment will accommodate mechanica!- 
ly when necessary. In exactly the same 
way, the ten groups having a capacity 
ten connectors each may not require t) 
full quota of equipped connector trun 
as provided in the mechanical constru 
tion of the first selector banks and t! 
trunk cables. The number of connect 
required for the incoming traffic to a 
one group of 100-lines is determined 
the actual traffic flowing into the iden: - 
cal group of lines in question. 

The starting point in considering 
cuit-grouping arrangements in a_ pla 
three-digit system, therefore, is in 
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individual groups of line circuits repre- 
sented in the connector switch banks. Suf- 
ficient connector switches with associated 
trunk circuits must be provided to handle 
all calls incoming to each group, and 
some groups will require a greater num- 
ber of such equipped trunks than others. 

It might appear, at first thought, that 
all the connector trunk circuits, since 
they appear in the banks of all the first 
selector switches, are in the same traffic 
group. This is not true because all the 
connector trunks are not equally available 
on all calls reaching the banks of the 
first selectors. In fact, only such connec- 
tor trunks as appear in bank contacts of 
the same level of the first selector switch 
banks, are in the same traffic group. 

This is because the calls delivered to 
them as a group may be delivered to any 
one of the trunks in the group, repre- 
sented by the equipped trunk circuits in 
any given level of all the first selector 
banks, and still be routed to the group of 
100-lines in which the called line is locat- 
ed. In exactly the same way, the indi- 
vidual traffic groups of first selectors com- 
prise only those that are accessible to 
any one group of 100 line switches. This 
point is worthy of being most carefully 
noted. 

In any given traffic condition, in a three 
digit system, the number of first selectors 
in use at any given instant will be slight- 
ly greater than the number of connec- 
tors. This is because the average “hold- 
ing time” for the first selector is some- 
what greater than that of the average for 
the connector. The first selector is busy 
all the time the connector is busy and, in 
addition, it is busy during the time that 
it is being driven to the selected row and 
into the row to the trunk to be used in 
reaching the connector. For this reason 
there will be required, theoretically at 
least, a greater number of first selectors 
than connectors. 

1193. The number of trunks in various 
groups.—The number of first selectors or 
connectors required to handle any given 
total busy-hour traffic will be somewhat 
greater than the number obtained by cal- 
culation unless the proper qualifying fac- 
tor for the group size is applied. The 
lirst selector banks, in the three-digit sys- 
tem, may be considered as a point in 
which entire groups of 100 line circuits 
are switched in relation to other similar 
groups of line circuits. This will be clear 
from the most casual examination of the 
trafic distribution for the three digit sys- 
tem as shown in Fig 295. 

The path through which all 
outgoing calls from any one group of 100 
line circuits must pass, the associated 
first selector equipped trunk circuits, is 
shifted, at this point, to a position op- 
posite the narrow path through which all 
incoming traffic must pass to the group of 
100 line circuits in which the called line 


narrow 
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circuit is found. The motion of the first 
selector that is the im- 
pulses sent from the calling station is the 
vertical motion and this, in effect, is the 
selection of the group of 100 lines that 
contains the individual called line cir- 
cuit. 

1194. Calculation of trunk requirements. 
—For any given number of total busy- 
hour calls the number of trunks may be 
calculated by the formula below, which 
was first given in Section 924, “TEL- 
EPHONY’s Home Study Course for Tele- 
phone Men,” March 9, 1918. 

Trunks — TC + 2.7 V TC (1-T) 
In the formula, 
T is equal to the average holding time 


controlled by 


in fractions of an hour. 

C is equal to the apparent number of 

calls per busy hour. 

C is given as the apparent number of 
calls because it is equal to the actual num- 
ber of calls per group of 100 line circuits 
multiplied by the factor 
from the curve shown in Fig. 270. 


group derived 
the actual 
traffic in any given exchange is apparent- 
ly increased when the circuits are divided 


It will be remembered that 


into groups and that more connecting 
equipment must be provided for each 
group than the application of the general 
office average per line per busy hour 
would indicate. 

For instance, if the general average 


for the entire exchange is 1.2 calls per 
line per busy hour, it is 120 calls per 100 
But 


circuits are assembled into fixed groups 


lines per busy hour. since the line 


wt 





the formula to 


trunk circuits 


substituted in 


should be 
determine the number of 
required to serve each group of 100 lines 
under the conditions named. 

(To be continued.) 


Electrical Characteristics and Test- 
ing of Dry Cells. 
“Electrical Characteristics and Testing 
of Dry Cells” is the title of circular No. 
79 which has just been issued by the Bu- 
reau of Standards, Washington, D. C 
This circular summarizes the available 
information on dry cells. A brief descrip- 
tion of the materials and methods of con- 
the 


The vari- 


struction, and elementary theory of 
operation of the cells is given 
ous sizes and kinds of dry cells on the 
American The 
electrical characteristics of the cells and 


market are described 
methods of testing them are discussed. In 
an appendix are given the proposed speci- 
fications for dry cells which have been 
prepared by the Bureau of Standards 
Copies of this circular may be obtained 
by those interested by application to the 
Bureau of Standards, Washington, D. C. 


Consolidation at South Bend to Be 
Completed in July. 


Consolidation of the Central Union and 
H'ome_ telephone South 
Bend, Ind., will be completed about the 


companies at 


middle of July, according to the recent 
tredictions of E. T. 
the 
ment for the consolidation is expected to 


Bonds, manager of 


latter company. Switchboard equip- 
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Fig. 270. 


of 100 lines each, this actual average traf- 
fic for the busy hour becomes an apparent 
traffic of 120 times 1.56, the factor for 
100 line groups, and an exchange average 
of 1.2 calls per line per busy hour, Fig. 
270, or 187. 


This then is the figure that 





Curves for Various Average Busy-Hour Calling Rates. 


arrive in South Bend the early part of 
this month and the work of installation 
will be started immediately. 

In order to take care of the business of 
the two systems, about 900 trunks will be 
required, according to Mr. Bonds. 





Interchange of Service Ordered 


Decision Rendered by Nebraska State Railway Commission in Unique Contro- 






versy of Long Standing Between Competitive Systems at Red Cloud—Inter- 
change of Service Ordered—Additional Rate Fixed for Two-Exchange Service 


The Nebraska State Railway Commis- 
sion has undertaken to write some new 
telephone Jaw in a voluminous decision 
just made in a long-standing controversy 
between the Lincoln Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. and the Farmers’ Independent 
Telephone Co., which operate compet- 
ing exchanges at Red Cloud, a city of 
2,500 inhabitants. 

The commission finds itself without 
any legal authority to order a consolida- 
tion of the two plants, as requested by a 
number of telephone patrons, but it does 
hold that it has the power to order an 
interchange of service, and has issued in- 
structions to the companies to immedi- 
ately construct the necessary additional 
metallic circuits between their two ex- 
changes so as to connect each subscriber 
to each company with all other subscrib- 
ers to both companies, fixing an addi- 
tional rate therefor. 

The commission lays down the propo- 
sition that “‘a utility’s first duty is to give 
service to those in the community occu- 
pied by it that are in reasonable need of 
the service, and it will not be heard to 
say that the maximum rates such per- 
sons are able and willing to pay is not 
compensatory.” Commissioner Wilson, 
who wrote the opinion, says: 


Duplication Not Desirable. 

“It is obvious that duplication of tele- 
phone utilities in a limited field such as 
we find here, is not desirable from any 
standpoint, even though an interchange 
of service be provided between the sub- 
scribers to the two services, and with 
monthly rates of pay. There is the im- 
pediment to messages due to passing 
through two switchboards, and if rates 
are to be made sufficient in amount to 
operate and maintain both plants, and 
pay a fair return on their value, many 
persons desiring the service will be pre- 
vented from getting it because of finan- 
cial inability. 

Such situations usually prove disas- 
trous to the owners of the plants in- 
volved, as the rates necessary to financial 
success are greater than the traffic will 
bear. The additional limitation upon 
rates then comes into play, namely, the 
value of the service, measured not by 
its value to certain individual users, pos- 
sibly few in number, but to the whole 
body of the people who are in reasonable 
need of the service, and rates established 
upon such a basis are not likely to be 
compensatory.” 

The other point upon which the com- 
mission lays down dicta is the right of 





a telephone company, in a competitive 
field, to be allowed to have free rein and 
not be subject to any interference, by a 
regulatory body, with orders that are in 
effect a restraint upon competition. 

3efore the Lincoln company purchased 
the Red Cloud exchange of the Bell and 
when it was in active competition with 
the latter in the southern Nebraska ter- 
ritory, it had attached a long distance 
line to the Farmers’ switchboard. When 
it took over the Bell’s Red Cloud ex- 
change it substituted for this a trunk 
line between the two exhanges, the Farm- 
ers’ company having no toll lines. When 
the two companies started to fighting in 
1917 for local business, it cut this trunk 
line, without permission from the com- 
mission. The fact that this trunk line 
existed was being used by the rival com- 
any as an inducement to local sub- 
scribers of the Lincoln company to take 
its service, having a larger number of 
local subscribers. The Lincoln company 
1eplaced the line on an order of the com- 
mission. 

In the present case the Farmers’ com- 
pany demanded the right to keep on 
fighting for local business, but demanded 
that the commission keep the Lincoln 
company’s hands tied by holding it to the 
nine-year old contract to furnish toll 
cennections. The commission would not 
do this, but months ago ordered both 
of them to stop soliciting the other’s sub- 
scribers until it could find out what the 
people of Red Cloud wanted and what 
was best to do in the matter. Before this 
had happened, however, the Farmers’ 
company, by an appeal to the home own- 
ership idea, had influenced, the business 
men to join in a boycott of the Lincoln 
service by ordering out telephones, and 
80, involving a revenue loss of $1,800 a 
year, had been lost. On this point the 
commission says: 


Contract Does Not Hold. 


“The objection that it is res adjudicata 
is not well taken for the reason that the 
cnly ground upon which the commission 
ordered the connection restored was that 
the severance was made without first ap- 
plying to the commission and securing its 
permission. The law does not permit 
common carriers to reduce the service 
without the commission’s consent and 
that not having been secured, the order 
to restore the connection followed as a 
matter of course, but this did not pre- 
clude the company applying for the nec- 
essary consent, especially as it had com- 
plied with the order to restore connec- 


22 


tion. The objection in this 
overruled. 

The further reduction as to the exist- 
ence of a valid contract between the two 
companies providing for the toll line con- 
nection is not material in view of the 
position taken by the commission that 
the connection shall continue. It should 
be said, in passing, however, that the 
contract referred to was made after the 
conferring of exclusive original jurisdic- 
tion over the service of common carriers 
upon the commission. The commission’s 
power was not limited, therefore, by the 
contract and in so far as the contract 
may be at variance with the needs of the 
service as determined by the commis- 
sion, it may be superseded.” 


respect is 


Limitations of Commission’s Authority. 


After showing that the Lincoln com- 
pany'’s objection to continuing the con- 
nection is important in view of the fact 
that the business it lost while the tele- 
phone war was on would have been 
largely retained if it had been able to 
permanently deny long distance connec- 
tions to the departing subscribers and 
that a considerable portion of the busi- 
ness remaining will be lost if the con- 
nection is maintained without conditions, 
the commission says it is apparent that 
it should not and cannot in law order the 
Lincoln company to continue to furnish 
long distance telephone service to patrons 
of the Farmers’ company as such, unless 
it can prevent the Farmers’ company from 
furnishing local service to the Lincoln 
company’s subscribers who discontinue 
the latter service when it is available to 
them. 

The testimony of officials of the Farm- 
ers’ company admitted that one of the 
effects of the retention of this long dis- 
tance service in connection with the im- 
proved local service of the Farmers—it 
having just completed rebuilding its ex- 
change into a common battery—will be 
to secure for the Farmers’ company 
practically all of the local telephone ser- 
vice in the community. 

The commission says that it cannot 
require—if it would—that the Lincoln 
company contribute to its own undoing, 
to place part of its property at the ser- 
vice of a competing company and thus 
arm it to the destruction of the remain- 
der of the property, and unless the com- 
mission can effectively prevent such de- 
struction, it says, it must yield to the 
constitutional rights of the Lincoln com- 
pany and permit it to discontinue the 
trunk line connection and thus terminate 
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long distance service to all Farmers’ 
company subscribers. It continues: 

“The Farmers’ company objected to the 
order that both should cease solicita- 
tion of and supplying of service to the 
other’s subscribers, on the ground that 
it operates as a restraint upon competi- 
tion, and is, therefore, illegal. It does 
not agree, however, to a severance of the 
jong distance service. The commission 
is referred to no authority supporting 
the claim of free and unregulated com- 
petition between public service corpora- 
tions competing in the same field, but it 
is argued that the right is recognized by 
the genius and fundamental nature of 
our institutions. 

This is doubtless true in industries 
wherein experience has shown that com- 
petition gives the best results, but it is 
now well established that public utilities 
do not lie in this field. Competition in the 
domain of public service failed and regu- 
lation came in response to public demand 
for better results; and regulation is suc- 
ceeding. It may be slow, but the work 
is laborious, dealing as it does with com- 
plex situations and covering wide fields. 

The limits of regulation are those of 
the public interest in the utility, subject 
to the constitutional guarantees relating 
to property. In substance the commis- 
sion’s power is limited only by the rea- 
sonable needs of the public and the re- 
sources of utility. Every act necessary 
to reasonably accommodate the public 
may be ordered done, provided it is 
within the power of the utility and not 
violative of constitutional rights. 

In the instant case, if the Farmers’ 
company is to be left free to get all the 
local telephone business it can, it will 
result in depriving all of its subscribers 
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of long distance service. To confine this 
deprivation to the subscribers who dis- 
continued the Lincoln company’s local 
service is impossible, as the operators of 
the Lincoln company handling messages 
coming over the trunk line connection 
between the two exchanges cannot and 
do not in practice ascertain the identity 
of the party on the Farmers’ company 
line. The entire body of the Farmers’ 
company subscribers will, therefore, be 
called on to suffer a reduction in service 
in order that the company may enlarge 
its business at will. 

The record shows no consent by the 
subscribers to such a situation. In fact, 
the public demand is for a yet wider 
service. It is for an interchange 
tween the two properties in addition to 
long distance service. There is even much 
support in the record for a physical con- 
solidation of the properties, and there 
would be doubtless more but for the an- 
tagonism of the Farmers’ company stock- 
holders, numbering 300, the 
legal obstacle in the way of completing 
consolidation. 

However, consolidation requires a sin- 
gle control and management of both 
properties in order to successfully op- 
erate them as a single system. It requires 
taking the control and possession of one 
cf the properties the owner and 
placing it with the owner of the other 
property, or placing the control and pos- 
session of both properties in a body of 


be- 


over and 


from 


trustees or in a new corporation created 
for the purpose.” Finding that it can- 
not, therefore, order a consolidation, the 
commission entered this order: 
“It is therefore ordered by the 
braska State Railway Commission: 
First, that the application of the Lin- 


Ne- 


, 
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coln company for permission to discon- 
tinue the trunk line connection between 
its exchange and the exchange of the 
Farmers’ company, and to discontinue 
furnishing long distance service to sub- 
scribers of the Farmers’ company, be 
and the same is hereby denied. 

Second, that zone telephone service is 
substituted for the present separate ex- 
change service of the companies affected, 
the all of the sub- 
scribers to the local service of both com- 
panies; and the are hereby 
ordered to install and maintain as many 
additional metallic 


zone to consist of 


companies 


circuit lines connect- 
ing the exchanges of said companies in 
Red Cloud, Neb., as may be required to 
furnish good and adequate service, and 
to furnish to all of the subscribers con- 
nected with said exchanges, telephone 
service with each other at the 
rates of charge in addition to 


ent monthly rates, as follows: 


following 
the pres- 
Business, 


$.75 per month; residence, $20 per 
month; farm and switching subscribers, 
$.10 per menth, and that additional 


switchboard operators be employed suffi- 
cient to give adequate service 

Third, that the relation as to numbers 
of business and urban subscribers to the 
service of each of said companies on Oc- 
1917, be and each 
of said companies is hereby prohibited 
from accepting subscribers to the local 
service, 


tober 1, maintained, 


excepting farm and_ switching 
subscribers, in greater proportion as to 
the therefrom as near as 
may be, as to each other than the propor- 
tion existing on October 1, 1917. 

This order shall effect as to 
the first and second paragraphs thereof 
en June 1, 1919, and as to the third par- 


agraph thereof on July 1, 1919.” 


revenues due 


into 


go 


Commissions, Courts and Councils 


Discussions and Rulings of State Bodies Having Supervision Over Telephone 
Companies — Decisions of Courts in Matters of Interest to Public Utilities 
Councils Relative to Franchises, Rates and Service 


and Actions of City 


Plant Re-Purchased at Higher 
Price by Former Owner. 

The fascination of the telephone busi- 
ness and its mastery of the business in- 
terests of thé community led M. R. 
Dutcher, president of the Pierce ( Neb.) 
Telephone Co., to re-purchase, at an ad- 
vance of $10,000 the telephone plant in 
that city from E. C. Hunt, of Malmo, to 
whom he had sold it a few months be- 
fore for $15,000. This was the confes- 
sion made by Mr. Dutcher in a recent 
hearing before Commissioner Taylor of 
the Nebraska State Railway Commission, 
on an application of Mr. Dutcher for per- 
mission to increase exchange rentals and 
to raise switching charges from 25 cents 
a month to 80 cents. 

The Commercial Club of Pierce ap- 


peared to protest against an increase in 
rates and about 100 farmers crowded in- 
to the town hall to enter their protests 
against a 300 per cent increase in switch- 
ing charges. The company switches 412 
farmers and furnishes service to 220 sub- 
scribers on its own property in Pierce. 
An amusing feature of, the hearing was 
the testimony introduced by Florian 
Fuchs, the spokesman for the farmers. 
He asked that all who favored an in- 
crease in rates hold up their hands. No- 
body did so, but everybody put up a 
hand when he asked for a vote on pay- 
ing more if better service was rendered. 
Turning to Mr. Taylor, he said: “That 
is our evidence, Mr. Commissioner.” 
Mr. Dutcher said that he was not ask- 
ing a return on the $25,000 he paid for 





the property, because he paid that price 
for the reason that he felt lost out of the 
telephone and wanted to get 
back in, but upon the $17,300 the prop- 
erty investment represented. He sub- 
mitted figures showing that the company 
had expended considerable money in re- 
cent months putting the city plant in 
good condition, and that the revenue was 
less than the expense. He said that the 
reason why poor service was given on 
farm lines was that the latter were not 
properly maintained by their owners, 
two-thirds of them showing grounded 
conditions when tested on several occa- 
sions. 

Representatives of the Commercial 
club protested that the salaries paid were 
too high, $150 a month for the president, 


business 














You Can Earn 
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Present Rates with 
The C. A. X. 
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HE Community Automatic Exchange (C. A. X.) is 

especially designed for outlying exchanges. It gives 

24-hour service 305 days a year, more cheaply than 
you can operate a manual board for 12 hours a day, and 
gives as quick, accurate, reliable service at 4 A. M. as at 
4 P.M. 


The C. A. X. needs no operators—saving their sal- 
aries. [Every subscriber calls every other subscriber by 
turning the dial on his telephone. Calls to parties on the 
same line are also made by dialling, while toll calls are 
trunked to the switchboard at the main exchange. 


The Automatic Switches are reliable and handle 
individual, party and rural lines (ten or more stations on 
a line). 


The man who maintains your present equipment can 
maintain the C. A. X. and the total operating expense is 
little more than the cost of dry cells which you save, be- 
cause Automatic Telephones use common battery. 


Few companies can make a profit on their outlying 
exchanges, so long as they require operators. 


Installing the C. A. X. saves the operators’ salaries, 
turning a loss into a profit, and greatly improving the 
service. 


Let us figure out for you how much the C. A. X. will 
earn for you in your outlying exchanges. 


WTRIC COMPANY 


AGO 








Please tell the Advertiser you saw his Advertisement in TELEPHONY. 
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$125 a month for the manager, R. EF. 
Dutcher, and $75 a month for the latter's 
vife, the bookkeeper, a total of $350 a 
month as overhead on 220 telephones. C. 
1. Garlow, president of the Nebraska In- 
dependent Telephone Association, ap- 
peared for the company. 


Public Utilities Bill Passed by 
Michigan Legislature. 

toth houses of the Michigan legisla- 
ture, before it April 25, 
passed the Lemire-Brower public utilities 


adjourned on 


bill, which creates a “Michigan Railroad 
Commission” of seven members at an 
annual salary of $7,000 each to take the 
place of the present “Michigan Railroad 
members at  sal- 
The bill is to 


become effective immediately upon signa- 


Commission” of three 


aries of $8,000 per annum 


ture by the governor. 

The new commission wil! succeed to ail 
of the rights, powers and duties of the 
present commission and will, in addition 
thereto, control and regulate the gas busi 
Less, 

Municipallv-owned public utilities are 
exempted from control aud regulation 
the commission, but the commission must 
assist the municipality in the operation of 
its utilities at any time upon applicatien 
for such assistance. 

Public utilities operating “nder the pro- 


visions of a local franchise must carr 
out the terms of the franchise unless and 
until the with the 


municipality joins 


utility in submitting to the commission 
any question pertaining to the rates or 
conditions of service. 

The bill provides that the commission 
shall have the power to appoint a secre- 
tarv and such clerks, inspectors and other 
shall be 
exercise of the 


Any 


the Michigan Railroad Commission shall 


assistants as necessary for the 


proper power therein 


granted. appropriation made for 
he received by the newly-created com 


mission and used for the purpose of 
carrying out the provisions of this act. 
commis- 


Any amounts of salaries of 


sioners in excess of the amount appro- 
priated for the Michigan Railroad Com- 
mission shall be paid out of the general 
fund of the state. The commission shall 
have authority to employ engineers and 
experts in public utility matters, and to 
fix the compensation for their 
which shall be paid out of the 
fund of the state in the 
as the salaries of other 


are paid. 


services 
general 
same 
state 


manner 
officers 


Lincoln Company Secures Contin- 
uance of Rate Increase. 


The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. has been granted permission by the 
Nebraska State Railway Commission to 
continue charging until December 31, 
1919, its present toll and exchange rental 
schedule. The company secured a 25 per 
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rates and a read- 


justment of rates on 60 of its exchanges 


cent increase in toll 
last October for a period of six months, 
in order to take care of a necessary in- 
and to meet 
cest of material and supplies. 

In its 


crease in wages the high 


findings the commission says 
that the increase in revenues corresponds 
very closely to the estimate submitted by 
the company at the time the original 
The reve- 
nues for the five months preceding No- 
1918, were $690,100; those for 
$784,- 


$ISYTS a 


emergency rates were asked. 


vember 1, 


the succeeding five months 


ON), an 


were 
average increase of 
month, or $227,736 per vear. The esti 
mate made by the company was $227,366, 
or a difference of $400. 

The period of government control and 
the resultant higher schedule of service 
connection charges chilled the enthusiasm 
of might-have-been subscribers, and the 
company lost 1,800 stations. This reve- 
nue loss was made up in large part, how- 
ever, by the collection of $23,000 from 
the service connection charges, or $22,000 
more than would have been ordinarily 
collected for installations and moves dur- 
ing that period. The net increase for the 


next vear is expected to be 1,000. sta- 
trons 

The company had estimated that it 
would have to increase wages $150,000, 


The actual increase was $160,000. Taxes 
aid not increase as greatly as expected 
the commission finds that materials and 
supplies maintain the high level, 


and that as all other conditions are fairly 


same 


certain to continue for the remainder of 


the year, the company is entitled to a 


continuance of the emergency rate 
schedule. 

The commission announced that it 
would retain jurisdiction of the case 


curing the remainder of the calendar 
vear so that if changing conditions de- 
mand a different set of rates this may 
The permission was also cou- 
pled with the requirement that the com- 


pany must on 


he done 

or before December 31, 

1919, make due proof of the reasonable- 

ness of the rates fixed. 

Central Union Acquires System at 
Rochester, Il. 

The sale of the Rochester Telephone 
Co., serving 370 subscribers in Roches- 
ter and vicinity, to the Central Union 
Telephone Co., for a consideration of 
$18,000 in cash, has been approved by the 
Illinois Public Ufilities Commission, in 
an order handed down April 15. The 
Central Union company now serves 240 
subscribers in the village of Rochester 
and 46 duplications will be eliminated by 
the consolidation of the exchanges. 

The commission provides, in its order: 

That the property to be acquired shall 
never be capitalized by the Central Union 
company in an amount exceeding the 
sum of $18,000. 
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That the purchase price shall not I» 
considered evidence of tl 
value of the property, should that que: 
tion hereafter be presented to the com 


authoritative 


mission in any rate proceeding. 

That the Central Union company sha! 
preserve all of the present toll conne 
tions existing in either plant so that such 
toll connections are uniformly and equal 
lv accessible to all the subscribers ot 
both the present plants. 


Rate Increase to Reynolds (Ind.) 
Telephone Co. 


The Reynolds Telephone Co., operatin: 
at Reynolds, Ind., and vicinity, has been 
Public Set 


ordet 


authorized by the Indiana 


Commission, in an issued 


\pr il 30, to 


vice 


increase its rates as fol 


lows: Business, single line, from $1.50 
to $2 per month; residence, single line 
from $1 to $1.35; rural party line, from 


$1 to $1.35. The 


to quote gross 


company is permitted 
rates 10 cents per month 
in excess of the net rates, the difference 
to be discounted for 

The 
commission to yield a return of 6 per 
cent upon a $10,000 valuation placed upon 
the property. 


prompt payment. 


new rates were estimated by the 


The company was ordered 


to set aside annually for depreciation, 5 
per cent of the value of its depreciabl 
property, including future additions, ex 


tensions and bhetterments. 


Flora (Ind.) Telephone Co. 
Allowed Rate Increase. 
The 


Ind., 


Flora Telephone Co., of Flora, 


given permission recently }) 
Public 
to change its rate structure by substitut 
ing for one rate ($1 per month) for all 
kinds of 


ious kinds of service 


Was 


the Indiana Service Commission, 


service different rates for vat 
The new schedule 
which is estimated to yield a return ot 
7 per valuation of $37,957, 


cent upon a 


follows: 


Single line business telephone $1.35 
Single line residence telephone $1.25 


Party residence-business — telephon 
$1.25. 

Party residence telephone $1.20. 

Party line rural business telephone 
$1.30, 

Party line residence telephone $1.20 

Rates subject to discount of 10 cents 


per month for prompt payment 


New Jersey Commission Suspends 
New Telephone Rates. 

The telephone rates in New Jersey wil 
not be increased at present notwithstand 
ing the order issued by Postmaster Gen 
eral Burleson to that effect. This deci 
sion was made known May 1 by the New 
Jersey Public Utilities Commission, whet 
it ordered the new rates suspended unti 
August 1, and announced a hearing 01 
May 6, on the subject. 

The 


order, in- 


Postmaster General's 
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creasing telephone rates about 20 per 
cent in the state, was to have gone into 
effect May 1, but the utility commission's 
order suspends the new rates. 

The matter came up when an applica- 
tion was made by the New York 


phone Co. and the Delaware & Atlantic 


Tele- 


Telephone & Telegraph Co. for a stipula- 
tion, proposed by the companies, that if 
Public 
would agree to initiate no proceedings 


New Jersey Utilities Commission 


against a 20 per cent increase in telephone 
rates put into effect in harmony with the 
the the 
companies would refund the excess charge 
should the United States Supreme Court 


order of Postmaster General, 


rule that the Postmaster General had no 
power to increase intrastate rates without 
the approval of the regulatory commis- 
sions of the several states. 

In denying the application, and at the 


same time suspending the increased 
rates, the board set up the claim that 
no authority exists by which it could 


he a party to the stipulation, and added 


that: “assuming the existence of such 
authority, the policy of bartering awa) 
the legal rights of the patrons of the 
companies, under a promise to rebate 
the excess charges illegally imposed, 


was unsound.” 


Telephone Rates Increased in 61 
Alabama Towns. 

Rates for telephone service furnished 

hy the Southern Bell Telephone & Tele- 

Co., to 61 


were increased 


graph Alabama towns and 


cities simultaneously on 
May 1, by order of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral. Alabama newspapers were furnish- 
ed with the proposed new rates for pub- 
Sunday April 


each town paper being given the rates 


lication on morning, 27, 
as proposed for that certain locality. 

There are 5,601 stations in Mobile, the 
rate in effect now being $4 for business 
and $2.50 for residence service. The new 
rate is $5.50 for business and $3.25 for 
residence service. 

Montgomery's new rate is $5.50 
‘usiness compared with $5 now 
charged and $3.50 as compared with $ 
now charged for residence. 


The 


known as the zone system now in vogue 


for 


| as 


new schedule eliminates what is 
in Birmingham, rates are made equal and 
cach caller to Bessemer must pay a fee 
of 10 cents. The company has made an 
effort in the past to collect a fee for calls 
Bessemer, which is about eight miles 
rom the telephone exchange. 


Increased Intrastate Rates An- 
neunced in Massachusetts. 

Increases in telephone rates, effective 
May 1, were announced at Boston, Mass., 
early last week by W. R. Driver, Jr.. 
general manager of the New England 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., upon the 
ground that additional revenue is neces- 
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sary to meet the heavily increased oper- 
The Post- 


increases 


ating costs of the company. 


master General has approved 
which are summarized as follows: 

An increase of 50 cents per month to 
all flat rate or measured service business 
the latter, 


given an additional allowance of ten calls 


subscribers, however, being 


per month. 


An increase of 25 cents per month to 
all flat rate or measured service resi- 


dence subscribers, with an additional al- 
lowance of five calls per month. 

An increase of 1 cent per call on ex- 
cess business measured service calls as 
follows: 

Messages in excess of minimum guar 
antee when the total, including the mini- 
mum, does not exceed 6,000, 4 cents each. 

Messages in excess of 6,000, 3% cents 
each. 

Messages in excess of 12,000, 3% cents 
each. 


An 


extension sets, unlimited service, and of 


increase of 25 cents a month for 


17 cents a month for extension sets, 
measured service. 

Private branch exchange switchboards 
for at a graduated scale 
of 


branch exchange measured service calls 


to be charged 


based on size equipment. Private 


to be charged for on the same basis as 


individual line measured service calls. 
Flat-rate business private branch ex- 
change stations are increased 50 cents 


per month, each; flat rate residence pri- 


vate branch exchange stations are in- 

creased 25 cents per month, each. 
Subscribers to season service at certain 

summer resorts, who have service at any 


time between July 1 and September 30, 


are to be charged for a minimum of 
seven months. 
Mileage rates are increased to the 


standard of other telephone companies, 
the distance from the central office to be 


measured on air-line instead of route 
basis. 

Charges for measured service are to 
be computed on the basis of monthly 


contracts. 

Unlimited business flat rates are abol- 
the Boston central district, at 
Worcester and Springfield; likewise the 
two-party residence flat rate in the Bos- 
ton central district 
business flat rate in 
tricts at Boston. 


ished in 


and 
the 


the two-party 


suburban dis- 


City Restrained from Interfering 
with Rates at Houston. 

Judge George W. Jack cf the federal 
court of the Western district of Louisi- 
ana, on April 21, granted the appeal of 
the city of Houston, Texas in the tele- 
phone case, simultaneously with issuing 
a decree restraining the city from inter- 
fering with the Southwestern Telegraph 
& Telephone Co. in putting into effect the 
new and higher rates promulgated by 
Postmaster General Burleson. The de- 





-/ 


the bond to be the 


at $75,000. 


cree fixes given by 
company 

The decree granting the injunction set 
forth that the injunction shall cease as 
the 


turned back by 


soon as company’s properties are 
the government. 
According to the applicaiion presented 
by the the its 
struction of the provision cf the resolu- 


tion of July 16, 1918, passed by Congress, 


city court erred in con 


in holding that the resolutien did not re- 
to the the 
interstate service; 


serve 
for 


rizht to 
that he erred in 
holding that the term “police regulations,” 


state ix rates 


as used in the proviso, did not extend to 
and include the rates 
that the term the narrow 
sense of applying to regulations affecting 
health, morals, ete. 


power to fix and 


was used i 


The city alleges that the court also 
erred in holding that by the resolution of 
July 16, 1918, it was the intention of Con- 
grant to the and the 
Postmaster General, acting under his au- 


gress to President 
thority, the power and discretion of fix 
ing rates for intrastate telephone service 
and that 
te review by 


such discretion not subject 


wes 


the court. 


City of Denver Prepares to Fight 
Increased Rates. 

Mayor Mills of Denver, Colo., instruct- 
ed City A. Marsh, 
May 3, to begin injunction proceedings 
to prevent the Mountain States Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. from putting into effect 
the advance in telephone rates in Denver 
approved by Postmaster General Burleson 
and ordered effective as of May 1. 


James 


Attorney on 





Summary of Commission Rulings 
and Schedule of Hearings. 
ILLINOIS, 

April 14: The commission approved 
the lease by the Wabash Railway Co. to 
the Central Union Telephone Co. for a 
term of five years, of a certain piece of 
land in the city of Jacksonville, to be 
used for the storing of telephone poles. 

L-3187. 

April 15: The commission suspended 
until August 29 the proposed advance in 
rates for telephone service in Greenup 
by the Greenup Telephone Co., pending 
a hearing concerning the propriety of the 
rates. No. 9047. 

April 15: The commission dismissed 
without prejudice the application of the 
Porterville Telephone Co. and the An 
napolis Telephone Exchange for an or- 
der approving the purchase by the former 
and sale by the latter of its exchange 
property in Annapolis and vicinity, writ- 
ten requests having been filed by both 
parties asking that the proceedings be 
dismissed. No. 8801. 

April 15: The commission granted 
permission to the DeKalb County Tele 
phone Co. to discontinue the operation of 
its central offices in Kingston and Esmond 
and serve its subscribers in those terri- 
tories from adjacent exchanges, it ap- 
pearing that the abandonment of these 
exchanges will be advantageous to the 
operation of the petitioner’s system as a 
whole and that such abandonment will 
not adversely affect the quality of service 
received by the company’s subscribers. 

Provision is made that the theoretical 
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exchange areas should be reserved in 
each village and that no mileage charges 
shall be collected because of the exten- 
sion of the present subscribers’ lines to 
more distant offices, but that all mileage 
charges on subscribers’ circuits shall be 
computed in each case on the basis of 
the present exchange areas in Kingston 
and Esmond, also that no change in local 
or toll rates shall be made as a result of 
the abandonment of these exchanges. 
No. &766. 

Hy 15: Order issued authorizing 
the Gillespie (Ill.) Home Telephone Co. 
to execute its second mortgage or deed 
of trust to A. P. Armington, trustee, se- 
curing an issue of second mortgage 
bonds in the aggregate amount of $15,000 
and to issue $7,500 par value of its sec- 
ond mortgage 6 per cent gold bonds. Of 
the proceeds derived from the sale of 
the bonds, the amount of $6,114 is to be 
used in the discharge or lawful refund- 
ing of outstanding short-term notes and 
the balance to reimburse the company’s 
treasury for moneys expended therefrom 


for extensions, improvements, etc.. No. 
R877. 


April 15: The commission approved 
the sale of the Rochester Telephone Co., 
operating a system with 370 telephones 
in Rochester and vicinity, to the Central 
Union Telephone Co. for a consideration 
of $18,000 in cash. No. 8994. 

April 15: Order authorizing the Jer- 
seyville (Ill.) Telephone Co. to issue its 
promissory notes in the aggregate face 
amount of $12,000 to be used to dis- 
charge a like amount of promissory 
notes now outstanding. No. 8939. 

April 15: Mississippi Valley Tele- 
phone Co. given permission to increase 
its rural party line rate at West Point, 
Basco and Sutter from $11 to $13 per 
year, with discount of $1 if payment 
is made annually during the first six 
months of the current year. No. 8654. 


May 6: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of the joint application of the re- 
ceivers of the Central Union Telephone 
Co. and the Pike County Telephone Co. 
for approval of the sale by the former 
and purchase by the latter of a toll line 
between Barry and Quincy for the sum 


of $1,011. No. 9031. 


May 6: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of the application of the Farmers 
Fountain Telephone Co. for authority to 
increase telephone rates in the village of 
—" and the city of Waterloo. No. 
9051. 

May 7: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of the application of the Ply- 
mouth Mutual Telephone Co. for author- 
ity to put into effect a toll charge of 10 
cents for service between Plymouth and 
Carthage. No. 9042. 

May 7: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of the application of the Greenup 
Telephone Co. for authority to increase 
telephone rates at Greenup. No. 9047. 

May 7: WHearing at Springfield in the 
matter of ‘the application of the West- 
field-Kansas Telephone Co. for authority 
to discontinue free toll service between 
Kansas and Oakland and establish a toll 
rate of ten cents for all subscribers. No. 
9064. 

May 7: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of the application of the Fisher 
Telephone Co. for an order authorizing 
the issue of its notes in the amount of 
$2,300. No. 9067. 


May 7: Hearing at Springfield in the 
matter of the application of the Knox- 
ville Farmers Telephone Co. for permis- 
sion to increase its rates at Knoxville. 
No. 9078 


May 7: Hearing at Springfield in the 
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matter of the joint application of the 

Brimfield Telephone Co. and the North 

Milbrook Telephone Co. for the approval 

of the purchase by the former and sale 

by the latter of the property of the 

North Milbrook Telephone Co. No. 9085. 
INDIANA. 


April 28: Hearing of the application 
of the Remington (Ind.) Telephone Co. 
for authority to increase rates. J. K. 
Johnston appeared for the petitioner. 
Company asked for authority to increase 
its rate for town and rural residence 
service to $1.40 a month with a 15 per 
cent rebate on bills paid on or before 
the 10th day of the month; also that free 
service - discontinued to Lochiel. 

April 2 Hearing of the application 
of the Reynolds (Ind.) Telephone Co. 
for authority to increase rates. Com- 
pany asked for authority to increase all 
of its rates 25 cents a month with an 
extra 25-cent charge for desk telephones. 

April 30: Reynolds (Ind) Telephone 
Co. permitted to increase rates as fol- 
lows: Business, single line, from $1.50 
to $2 per month; residence, single line, 
from $1 to $1.35; rural party line, from 
$1 to $1.35, net. 

MINNESOTA, 

Increase in rates granted to 
the Hewitt Telephone Exchange Co., of 
Hewitt, Minn. 

May 13: Hearing at the village hall 
of Hector on the application of the Hec- 
tor Telephone Exchange for permission 
to increase its local and rural telephone 
rates at Hector. 

May 15: Hearing in the village of 
Welcome on the application of the Wel- 
come-Triumph Telephone Co. to in- 
crease its telephone rates at Welcome and 
Triumph. 


May 5: 


NEBRASKA 

April 28: Application of the Nebraska 
Telephone Co. for a continuation for an 
indefinite period of the emergency war 
rates granted on November | last, being 
an increase in toll rates of 25 per cent, 
but with the requcst that instead of a 
flat increase of exchange rentals of 10 
per cent, the company be permitted to sub- 
stitute a revised schedule of exchange 
rates covering all of its 9) exchanges; 
testimony taken and matter taken under 
advisement. Later in the week the appli- 
cation was granted, with the proviso that 
the rates thus established shall expire on 
December 31, 1919, unless sooner changed 
by the commission either upon its own 
motion or on application of the company. 

April 28: Complaint of Miss Jule 
Sargeson that certain women patrons of 
the Wyoming & Nebraska Telephone Co.'s 
exchange at Gordon have called her 
“kaiser” and other “opprobrious names ;” 
satistied and dismissed. 

April 30: Application of the Lincoln 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. for permis- 
sion to install a standard rate of 50 cents 
a month at all exchanges as a charge for 
switching farm lines; protestants ap- 
peared, testimony taken and matter taken 
under advisement 

April 30: Complaint filed by J. Walter 
and Amos Freison against Lincoln Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., averring that 
switching facilities at Shickley exchange 
are grossly inadequate. 

April 30: Application of the Oconto 
(Neb.) Telephone Co. for permission to 
issue $1,000 worth of stock at $25 a share, 
filed. 

April 30: Application of Lincoln Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. for permission 
to continue for an indefinite period the 
war emergency toll rates of 25 per cent 
above established charges and of certain 
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exchange rentals increased as of October 
1, 1918: ordered that in view of the fact 
that the conditions which justified the 
original order are found to still exist, 
the company be permitted to charge rat 
as for the last six months, until Decem- 
ber 31, 1919, commission to retain juris 
diction and right to change rates if a 
change in conditions justify. 

April 30: Application of the Unadilla 
(Neb.) Telephone Co. for increase in 
flat rates from $1 to $1.25 a month, filed 

April 30: Application of the Battle 
Creek (Neb.) Telephone Co. for permis- 
sion to eliminate discounts on farm lines, 
filed. 

April 30; 
Telephone & 


Application of the Lincoln 
Telegraph Co. for permis 
sion to increase rates on Fairbury ex- 
change; hearing held, testimony taken 
The company has recently rebuilt the ex- 
change, changing to a common batter) 
plant, and desires an increase in busi- 
ness rates of 50 cents a month; one-party 
residence rates of 50 cents and two-party, 
25 cents. The rates asked are:  Busi- 
ness, $3.50 and $3; residence, $2 and $1.50; 
farm, $1.50. 

May 1: Complaint entered by F. A 
Anderson, of Holdrege, against the Ne- 
braska Telephone Co., alleging that the 
company makes a difference of 35 cents 
a month in charges as between old and 
new equipment, and is trying to force the 
use of the latter by claiming that it can- 
not procure any more of the former. 

May 1: Protest of the Blair Telephone 
Co. against being compelled to relinquish 
certain subscribers upon a line jointly 
owned with the Arlington Telephone Co. 
The Blair company avers that it has of- 
fered to purchase the three miles of the 
line and to rent the other company pin 
space therein, but the offer was rejected 
It asserts that its subscribers claim vested 
rights in the service the company has 
given them at its Kennard exchange, and 
they do not want connection with the 
Arlington exchange. The Blair company 
represents that on the west of the road 
are Germans and on the east Americans 
and Scandinavians, and that the latter are 
insisting on being disconnected from the 
former, while the Arlington company 
wants to link all with its exchange. 

New JERSEY. 

May 1: The commission suspended un- 
til August 1 the new rates of the New 
York Telephone Co. and the Delaware & 
Atlantic Telephone Co. approved by thie 
Postmaster General, which were to hav: 
gone into effect on May 1 and an 
nounced a hearing on May 6 on the sul 
ject. 

OHIo. 


April The commission authorized 
the Athens Home Telephone Co. to pu 
chase the Athens property of the Be! 
company. A stock issue of $34,000 wa 
authorized to pay for the purchase. 

WeEsT VIRGINIA. 

April 25: Order issued directing t! 
Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Co. a: 
Division Manager W. T. Williamson to a; 
pear before that body April 28 and sho 
causes why they should not comply w1! 
the legislative acts of 1913, creating a: 
defining the powers of the commissio! 
regarding the proposed increased rates « 
the company, effective May 1, approved 
the Postmaster General. 

The order further stimulates that t! 
company show cause why they shou! 
not be prohibited from increasing t! 
rates until the commission has fully 
vestigated the justice and propriety 
the new rates. 








Texas State Districting Plan 


Details of Plan Now Being Put into Operation by the Texas Independent 





Association for Dividing the State into Districts for Carrying On Its 
Work More Effectively—Duties and Purposes of District Organizations 


President E. C. Blomeyer of the Texas 
Independent Telephone Association has 
worked out a plan for districting the 
state of Texas, for the 
which is very comprehensive. It has 
been approved by the association and is 


organization, 


being made effective at once. 

The state of Texas being so large, and 
industries, population, 
found 


so varied as to 
activities and so on, it has been 
necessary to create 12 districts, some of 
which are very large, especially those in 
the western part of the state. Some of 
the districts of Texas are, in fact, larger 
than entire states in the East—one is as 
large as three states. The districts have 
been arranged, so far as possible, with 
the idea of dividing the number of Inde- 
pendent companies in the state so that 
every company will be in reach of a dis- 
trict headquarters located in such a way 
as to be accessible to it. 

The district organization comprises a 
district captain and up to five district 
lieutenants. The has 
very enthusiastically received by the In- 
dependent companies of Texas, and is 
expected to do a great deal to complete 
the thorough organization of the Inde- 
pendents in the Star state. The 
description of the plan as approved by 
April 11 and 
officially announced by the association, is 


proposition been 


Lone 


the executive committee 
as follows: 
Districts. 
“The state has been divided 
districts, as shown on the map 
this page. For convenience, 
the districts are named from their geo- 
locations, such as ‘Northeast 
‘South Central District,’ 


into 12 
repro- 
duced on 


graphical 
istrict,’ 
so on, 


and 


The districts are irregular both in size 
and shape, since they are outlined with 
particular reference to the local situa- 
tion in each, as to the Independent tele- 
phone development there. 

Organization of Districts. 
“Each district will be in charge of a 
listrict captain, whose selection will be 
ipproved by the executive committee of 
he association. The district captain will 
epresent the association in all ways in 
is district. 

Each district captain is authorized to 
himself select not more than five dis- 
rict lieutenants in his district. These 


lieutenants will be under the supervision 
of the captain, and will take their direc- 
tions from him. They should, when pos- 
ible, be located in different parts of the 
district. It is not necessary that there 
be as many as five lieutenants—the cap- 





tain may use fewer if he desires—but he 

should appoint at least lieutenant 

who can act in his absence, if necessary. 
Duties of District Captains. 

“As stated, the district captain will rep- 
resent the association in all ways in his 
district, and, with his lieutenants, it will 
be his duties, among other things, to— 

Organize his district as thoroughly as 
possible, as to membership. 


one 


Give information concerning the work 


of the association, or on other matters, 


handled through the captain. Corre- 
spondence directed to headquarters will 
go through the district captain's hands, 
and he will be kept posted on all affairs 
in his territory. 

He will be given information and ad- 
vice as to all matters which the associa- 
tion is undertaking. Arrangements will 


be made, if it is feasible, for him to 


send out bulletins in his territory period- 
ically. He lists 


furnished with 


of all companies in his territory, alpha- 


will be 
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Map of Texas Showing the Twelve Districts of the Texas Association. 


other Independent com- 


panies in his district. 


to members or 


Report to the association headquarters 

matters in his district that should 

have the attention of the organization. 
Make arrangements for district meet- 


any 


ings in his district—should any be held 
the association one or more 
representatives headquar- 
ters to conduct or give assistance in the 
meeting. 

Make any recommendations to the as- 
sociation, as he may see fit, bearing on 
its work in his district or elsewhere. 

Attend the annual or other state con- 
ventions of the organization, to report 
for his district. 

All matters in 


will have 


present from 


each district will be 


29 


betically arranged, and by counties, etc., 
for his work. 

The district captain will have the thor 
ough co-operation of all the officers, the 
directors, and the executive board of the 
His give him 
some prestige in his territory and among 
the Independents 
and elsewhere, and will him in 
pleasant and, we think, profitable asso- 
ciation with the Independent 
people of the state. 

Financing District Work. 

“The association will pay all postage 
and incidental office expenses of the dis- 
trict captains. 


association. work will 


throughout the state, 
place 


telephone 


The association will also 
take care, when necessary, of other or 
extraordinary 


expenses, provided the 
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making of such expenditures has been 
authorized by the president, secretary, or 
executive committee in advance. 

For instance, should a district captain 
desire to make a trip on association busi- 
ness, entailing expenses, he should take 
up the matter with headquarters, stating 
about what expense will be involved. It 
is necessary that the 
such restrictions 


association make 
because, as is known, 
its income is not heavy, and the officers 
must use the utmost care in the expendi- 
ture of its funds. 

No salaries are paid, naturally. All 
the officers and directors of the organi- 
zation serve without salary, giving their 
time and energies willingly for the bet- 
terment of Independent telephony in 
and elsewhere. It is felt that 
those who accept the duties of district 
captains will be just as willing to do 
the same. 

“This plan being a new one with the 
Texas association, it is naturally very 
likely that in this preliminary outline of 


Texas 
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it, some of the 
arise with 
foreseen. 


questions which may 
regard -to it have not been 
If such is the case, these mat- 
ters will be taken up and settled in a 
mutually satisfactory manner when they 
arise. 


The officers and directors of the or- 
ganization promise to work in whole- 
hearted co-operation with the district 


managements, and the captains will have 
the hearty backing of the entire organi- 
zation. With such and with the same 
enthusiasm displayed in the district or- 
ganizations as has for years been shown 
in the state organization, we feel that the 
plan cannot help but be an immense suc- 
cess.” 

The following appointments of district 
captains have already been made: 

David V. Kersh, Southeast 
district, Humble. 

D. E. Autry, captain, Panhandle dis- 
trict, Dalhart. 

G. B. Foscue, Jr., captain, Central dis- 
trict, Waco. 


captain, 


Indiana Operators Return to Work 


Temporary Settlement Reached in Operators’ Strike in Town of Linton— 








Oscar Burton, 
Tyler. 

John W. Deck, captain, South Centra 
district, Port Lavaca. 

D. J. Johnson, captain, West Centra 
district, Brownwood. 


captain, East district 


Thirty-Mile Individual Service 
Line in South Dakota. 

A privately-owned telephone line 3) 

miles in length to get individual service 

to their ranch is being constructed by 


Beisigi Bros., extensive ranchers in the 
Lemmon section of the state of South 
Dakota. After waiting several years for 


some telephone company to build into 
their section, and none coming, they have 
purchased the wires and poles for 3 
miles of line and will put in their own 
service line to the nearest telephone con- 
nection they can get. 

This probably is the longest individual 
service line, which has ever been put in 
this part of the country, to get a chance 
to transact daily business with the world. 


Work Resumed After a Two-Week Period Is Agreed Upon for Adjustment of 
Differences by Governor’s Committee, Labor Leaders and Company Officials 


The trouble and turmoil in the little 
mining town of Linton, Ind., as a result 
of the strike of operators at the New 
Home Telephone Co.’s exchange, was 
brought to a close April 30 after a tem- 
settlement of the situation had 
been agreed upon at a conference of offi- 
cials of the company, labor leaders, mem- 
bers of a committee appointed by Gov- 
ernor Goodrich, and federal and county 
officers. 


porary 


The striking operators of the company 
resumed their posts after the confer- 
ence, at which a two-week period was 
agreed upon for adjustment of their dif- 
ferences, and the state troops, which had 
‘been dispatched to the place to restore 
order, were removed within two hours 
after the temporary contract had been 
signed. Although the streets of the little 
tewn were crowded by strike sympathiz- 
ers, there was no demonstration when 
the troops took their departure. 

The telephone operators returned to 
work at the old wage scale and during 
the two weeks, agreed upon at the con- 
ference, the governor’s committee, labor 
leaders and officials of the company will 
endeavor to bring about a permanent set- 
tlement of the wage dispute and the de- 
mands made by the operators’ union. 

It is understood that an effort will be 
made to settle the trouble in Linton, but 
if no satisfactory agreement can be 
reached, the matter will be taken to In- 
dianapolis. The wage scale that is finally 





accepted will be retroactive, starting with 
the day the operators returned to work, 
and in case no settlement is reached, it 
is understood that the company will 
probably accept the contract originally 
presented by the operators. 

The commission appointed by Gov- 
ernor Goodrich, which was composed of 
Charles Fox, president of the State Fed- 
eration of Labor; L. C. 
Charles A. Greathouse, members of the 
State Employment Commission, was a 
great factor in ending the dispute. 

The commissioners were in session ex- 
amining labor leaders and striking tele- 
phone operators when Jesse Wiseman, a 
tormer member of the state legislature 
from Greene county, informed them that 
he believed a temporary adjustment 
might be obtained, as both labor leaders 
and representatives of the company were 
ii a position to effect an adjustment. 

Five minutes later the commission 
met with Frank Wampler, general man- 
ager of the Central Union Telephone Co. 
in Indiana, labor leaders, Adjutant Gen- 
eral Smith and some of the city officials 
at Linton. Upon the suggestion of Mr. 
Wiseman, who presided, the terms under 
which the girls would resume work were 
outlined by John Sims, of the Central La- 
hor Union. The terms were accepted by 
Mr. Wampler with the exception of the 
recognition of the union. 

The company refused to recognize 
union labor, but under the agreement the 


Huesmann and 


operators who went on strike and re- 
turned are not required to sever their 
connection with the Commercial Teleg- 
raphers’ Union, to which they belong, 
during the time the negotiations for final 
settlement are pending. The company 
does not waive its right to employ non- 
union labor after the settlement. 

The trouble at Linton started on Mon- 
day, April 28, when a crowd of approxi- 
mately 1,000 persons, including many coal 
miners, gathered in front of the exchange 
of the New Home Telephone Co.’s plant 
and demanded that the non-union oper- 
ators, who had been imported from In- 
dianapolis to take the places of the strik- 
ers, be dismissed. The trouble continued 
Tuesday and during that day culminated 
in a clash between the sympathizers and 
the state troops. The troops were barri- 
caded in the telephone building and the 
sympathizers were in the streets outside 

With bricks and pieces of coal flying 
and the crowd pressing as if to rush the 
building, General Smith gave an order 
to shoot, his voice sounding above the 
din. While it seemed from the firing 
above the heads of the persons in the 
crowd, that an order to that effect had 
been issued, General Smith said that no 
such instructions had been given. 

Soon after the shooting the sympa- 
thizers returned to their homes for the 
night and no serious outbreaks occurred 
on Wednesday—the day on which ‘the 
temporary settlement was agreed upon. 
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Nebraska Class D Companies and 
Government Control. 

The Nebraska State Railway Commis- 
sion has not heard any protest from any 
of the Class D companies in Nebraska 
with respect to the recent order of the 


Post Office Department releasing them 
from further control of the government 
and notifying them that unless they en- 
tered objections, they would have to foot 
any deficit from operation during the 
period of federal control. 

Those representatives have 
dropped into the commission’s office say 
that most of the smaller companies have 
never paid any attention to control from 
Washington, never having had more than 
a notification that they were part of the 
federal system. Many of them never 
even put into effect the toll rate or serv- 
ice connection schedules promulgated by 
Mr. Burleson’s committee. 

The general opinion of Nebraska com- 
panies is that the government is trying 
to evade any responsibility for losses in 
the business since July 31 last. Several 
have complained that mutual companies 
were making extensions while their hands 
were tied, extensions that paralleled their 
lines and imperiled their business, but 
all that Washington had to say was that 
they had no jurisdiction over mutuals. 


who 


Quarterly Meeting of Central 
Indiana Association. 

The Central Indiana Independent Tel- 
ephone Ownership Association held its 
quarterly meeting and operators’ school 
in Martinsville, Ind., Tuesday, April 22. 
The address of welcome was made by 
J. S. Schmidt, mayor of Martinsville, 
and the response on behalf of the asso- 
ciation by Judge W. Williams, of Mar- 
tinsville. 

“Perpetual Inventory” was the subject 
of an interesting paper by J. A. Browne, 
president of the association. “Standard- 
ization of Rules of Service” was dis- 
cussed by Sam Tomlinson, president of 
the Indiana state association; “Deprecia- 
tion and Maintenance,” by Judge James 
|. Clark, attorney for the association; 
‘Basis and Value of Depreciation,” by J. 
Kk. Johnston, telephone engineer, Indian- 
apolis, and “Service, the Necessity of 


Courtesy to the Public by Employes,” by 


\V. M. Bailey, Richmond. 

The meeting was well attended and all 
those present took a lively and active 
part in the discussions on the subjects 
brought up by the various speakers. The 
next meeting of the association will be 
held at Rushville, Ind., in three months. 


A. I. E. E. Annual Meeting and Ed- 
ison Medal Presentation. 

The annual business meeting of the 
\merican Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers will be held May 16, 1919, in New 
York. At this meeting, the board of 
directors will make its annual report, in- 
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cluding a complete financial statement 
tor the year ending April 30, 1919. The 
report of the tellers will also be pre- 
sented, giving the results of the election 
of officers for the ensuing year. 

The Weaver Memorial Tablet, which 
is to be erected in the headquarters of 
the institute “in acknowledgment of the 
services rendered to the institute and to 
the electrical engineering profession by 
William D. Weaver,” will be exhibited at 
this meeting. 

Immediately the business 
meeting will take place the ceremony of 
the presentation of the medal. 
This medal was founded by the Edison 
Medal Association, composed of associ- 
ates and friends of Thomas A. Edison, 
and is awarded annually by the 
ican Institute of Engineers 
“For meritorious achievement in 
trical science, electrical 
the electric arts.” 

The Edison medal been awarded 
this year to Benjamin G. Lamme “for 
invention and development of electrical 
machinery.” 


following 


Edison 


Amer- 
Electrical 
elec- 


engineering, or 


has 


Annual Report of Citizens Com- 
pany of Grand Rapids. 

The Citizens’ Telephone Co., of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., reports a income 
of $261,370 for the year 1918, a decrease 
of $75,397 over the preceding year. The 
ret income amounted to $204,939, a de- 
crease of $78,151, 


gross 


while dividends de- 
In his annual report to the stockhold- 
ers, General Manager C. FE. 
the urgent 
“We have practiced every econ- 


Tarte empha- 


sizes needs for increasing 
rates. 
omy possible, consistent with keeping the 
plant in good condition and giving good 
service,’ he states, “and yet the 


returns are getting less and less.” 


net 


The report shows that the average in- 
crease in cost of materials in the past five 
years is about 100 cent, 
least 40 per cent and taxes 
have increased from 3 per cent of gross 
earnings to 6.7 per cent, and are likely to 
be higher this year. 

The company reports a net loss in tele- 
phones for the first time in its history. 
During the 18 months ending December 
1, the loss was 933 telephones in outside 
exchanges and 347 in Grand Rapids, due 
to war conditions. 


per wages in- 


creased at 


LaCrosse Telephone Co. Purchases 
Local Bell System. 

The La Crosse Telephone Co., of which 
W. F. Goodrich is manager, has acquired 
by purchase the business of the Wiscon- 
sin Telephone Co. in the city of La 
Crosse, Wis. The consolidation has been 
approved by the Postmaster General, on 
petition of the Independent company. 

The La Crosse Telephone Co., under 
the provisions of this transaction, comes 
into ownership of all wire lines of the 
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Bell company, for a consideration of 
$33,919. . The Bell company did not sell 
to the Independent company its exchange 
at Fourth and State streets, or 
boards and 


switch- 


other equipment contained 
therein. 

For months the La Crosse company has 
been building an addition to its exchange 
at Fifth and Jay and 


n.aking take 


otherwise 
the 


streets 
preparations to 
the 
that territory. 

The transfer of 
Jong distance lines to the new company 
wil] not be completed until June 1, it is 
expected. 


over 


business of Wisconsin company in 


local telephones and 


The Wisconsin Telephone Co. has he- 
tween 600 TOO 
Crosse. Of these 400 also have the Inde- 


pendent service. 


and subscribers in La 


Earnings of Keystone Telephone 
Co. for Month of March. 

The Keystone Telephone Co., of Phila- 
delphia, Pa., has issued its comparative 
statement of earnings for the combined 
companies for the month of March and 
for the three months March 31, 
1919, as follows: 


ended 


For Month Ended 
Mar. 31, Year 

1919 previous 

Gross earnings . $128,031 $133,880 
Operating expenses and 

EN Gait vasa ceca 87,272 74,904 

Net earnings ........ 10,759 58,976 

Less interest charges... 29,6653 29,121 
Balance available for 
Dividends, surplus 

and reserve ....... 11,096 29,855 

For 3 Months Ended 

Mar. 31, Year 

1919 = previous 

Gross earnings ......$389,409 $404,878 
Operating expenses and 

taxes Sas aaa e 257,363 229.638 

Net earnings 132,046 175,240 

Less interest charges.. &8,189 5.847 
Balance available for 
dividends, surplus 

and reserve ........ 43,857 89,393 


Personnel of the New Dallas Tel- 
ephone Co. Announced. 

The organization of the Dallas Tele- 
phone Co., to take over and merge the 
properties of the Dallas Automatic Tele- 
phone Co. and the Southwestern Tele- 
graph & Telephone Co., in Dallas, Texas, 
has been perfected and 
as follows: 

President, H. J. Pettengill, of St. 
Louis, Mo., president of the Southwest- 
ern Telegraph & Telephone Co. 

Vice-Presidents, A. B. Elias, second 
vice-president of the Southwestern com- 
pany; J. E. Farnsworth and J. C. Casler. 

Treasurer, E. D. Nims. 

Secretary, J. P. Crowley. 

Assistant Treasurer, R. A. Nickerson. 

Assistant Secretary, W. R. Faught. 

General Auditor, James K. Wass. 

The executive committee is composed 
of Edgar L. Flippen, Edwin F. Carter 
and H. J. Pettengill. 


officers elected 








Fundamental Principles of the Telephone Business 


A Reading Course Designed to Present Logically the Principles Which Under- 
lie Successful Organization and Operation of Telephone Properties—Prepared 
Under the General Supervision of Stanley R. Edwards—This Section, ‘‘Part 
VII, Telephone Engineering Economics,’’ Written by 


Chas. W. McKay 








Quiz Questions on the Preceding 
Installment. 
59. Upon what is the size of the poles 
largely dependent? Why is it important 


tc keep in close teuch with the electric 
light company? Illustrate one of the 
factors to be considered in the determi- 
nation of the sizes of poles. 





Unless otherwise specified every 
electric light wire shall be cov- 
ered and maintained with at least 
a standard triple braid, weather- 


proofed insulation. — 


Electric light 
crossarms. 








— 


Electric light wires shall have 
a tensile strength not less than 
that of No. 6 B & S gauge 
medium soft drawn copper. 





Telephone 
Wires. 


| 


Sufficient distance to 
allow free climbing 


7 


Messenger strand shall be placed 
on side of pole away from street 
to allow clearance between cable 
and possible lamp leads run ver- 
tically on the pole. 


























Electric light wires shall not be 
smaller than No, 6 B & S. 


L 





Electric light wires shall not be 
of iron or steel 


/ 





. line wires shall be carried 





on insulators and pins on 
wooden crossarms and not on 
brackets except: 


(a) Telephone lines in aerial 
cable or insulated wire. These 
may be carried on a suspen- 
sion wire attached directly to 
the pole. See Plates 4, 5, 6, 7,9. 


Not less than 
6 ft. without 
guard arm. 

(b) Insulated wires for local 
distribution may be carried on 
special fixtures either at- 
tached to crossarms or directly 
to the pole. 














Messenger strand. 


/ 


Where necessary. telephone aerial ca- 
ble may be placed between telephone 
crossarms. In such cases free climb- 
ing space shall be provided. 














Fig. 8. 


Joint Use of Pole with Electric Light and Telephone Wires and Telephone Cabie. 
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60. What is a conservative estimate of 
tie average life of poles? Upon what 
is the exact life largely dependent? Pre- 
sent an illustration. 

61. Illustrate the importance of a con- 
sideration of the ultimate use to which 
a pole is to be put. 

2. Why is it generally considered un- 
wise to leave to the construction fore- 
man the location of poles? How may 
the approximate location of poles be des- 
ignated ? 

63. Discuss the importance of pole lo- 
cation. Why does the foreman rare!) 
consider the problem of distribution? 

64. What should be provided for upon 
the working plans prepared for the guid- 
ance of the pole constructing forces? In 
the location cf anchors, what important 
point should be considered? 

65. Why is the question of the joint 
use of poles by electric light and tele- 






























































Fig. 7. Climbing Space with Telephone 


Reverse Arm Construction. 


phone companies worthy of serious co! 
sideration? Why is not joint use a coi 
paratively simple matter? 

66. Sketch an approved method 
joint pole use where the telephone | 
consists of open wire only. Discuss ' 
position of the electric light wires on ‘ 
pole as regards the telephone wires. 


CHAPTER III. Subdivisions 
Telephone Engineering (C’t’d) 
67. Climbing space on jointly-used px 

—No matter how friendly the relati 

between local electric light and teleph 

companies may be, it is only natural | 
2n electric light lineman, when he is 

cut on a trouble case, will not, as a f° 
exercise the utmost caution in clim! 
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to the wires of the other company. It 
is, therefore, most important that space 
be provided for the ready access of the 


electric light lineman through the tel- 


ephone wires. 
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A, B, C and D are sawed off and new 
pins placed at E, Ff, G and H, half-way 
between the old pins. 

There is one exception, however, to 
the practice of placing the telephone wires 























Not less 
than 40° 





Telephone cable boxes may be 
placed on either side of the pole. 
Large cable boxes should pre- 
ferably be placed on the face of ————» 
the pole. gonall terminal boxes 

should preferably be placed on 
the back of the pole. Where 
placed on the face of the pole, 
cable boxes shall not obstruct 
space needed by Electric Light 
Company for vertical runs. Fhe 
larger cable boxes should never 
be placed on poles on which arc 
lamps may be installed. 
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Poles on which there are vertical 
runs shall be stepped. 











| 
1] Not less than 6’ witbout 
a guard arm. 




































Electric light 
crossarm. 











Keep side of pole oppo- 
site cable box free for 
heahd 





All telephone cables, wires, 
connections and conduits 
carried vertically upon a 
pole shall be placed upon 
the semi-circumference of 
the pole at the back of the 
pole, except that wires or 
cables may be carried 
around to cable or terminal 
boxes or special fixtures for 
distributing wire placed on 
the face of the pole, and 
that the stub to a terminal 
box, located on the face of 
@ pole, may also be attached 
to the face of the pole. 








Vertical attachments shall be 
so placed as not to interfere 
with the ase of the pole steps. 








Fig. 9. 


\ standard method of spacing telephone 
‘wires On a jointly-used pole is illustrated 
it Fig. 7. It will be noted that a climb- 
1g space not less than 30 inches square is 
provided, so that an electric light lineman 
may easily pass the telephone wires with- 
out interfering with them. The pins at 








Standard Method of Spacing on Pole Carrying Terminal Box. 


below the electric light leads. It some- 
times happens that telephone toll lines are 
placed upon electric light poles. Obvi- 
ously the arguments that have been ad- 
vanced for placing the telephone wires 
below the electric light circuits do not 
apply in such a case. 








Toll lines, as a rule, do not require as 
frequent attention as do exchange wires, 
and in view of the fact that they 
usually located at comparatively inaccessi- 


are 


ble points, it is fit that they should be 
placed in the topmost position of jointly- 
Then, in the event of a break 
the 
fall to the ground without any possibil- 
ity of contact with the telephone lead. 


used poles. 


of an electric light wire, wire will 


G8. Joint use with cable and open wires. 
—Still another 
the joint use of poles by telephone and 


case to be considered in 
electric light companies is that where the 
telephone company effects its distribution 
hy aerial cable rather than by open wires. 
A standard specification for such joint use 
is illustrated in Fig. 8 which shows one 
of the most complicated conditions that 
may occur in the joint use of poles for 
telephone distribution cable and electric 
light facilities. 

It will be noted that in addition to the 
tel- 


These 


cable or rather cables in this case, 
ephone wires are also indicated. 
telephone wires are for use in local dis- 
tribution between terminals, and the same 
regulations as to climbing space between 
these wires should be observed as in the 
case of the problem illustrated in Fig. 7. 
least 48 
be provided between the lowest electric 
light circuit and the 


open wire circuit. 


A distance of at inches should 


topmost telephone 
It will be noted that a space of not less 


than six feet is provided between mes 
senger strand supporting the topmost tel 
ephone cable and the lowest electric light 
the fact that 


experience has proven that both telephone 


crossarm. This is due to 


and electric light linemen are addicted to 
the practice of standing upon the cable 
when working 


supporting strand 


their respective wires. 


upon 
A lineman stand 
ing upon a strand is apt to come in con 
tact with an electric light circuit unless 
a space of at least six feet is provided 
Letween the telephone strand and electric 
light circuit. 

The reason for this precaution will be 
obvious when it is remembered that cable- 
supporting strands are usually grounded. 

A lineman standing upon a grounded 
strand may receive a serious shock if he 
the 
distance of six feet 


comes in contact with electric light 


wires. A separating 
however, may be lessened to 48 inches if 
the topmost 
protected by a guard arm; such a guard 
arm is nothing more or less than a tel- 


cable-supporting strand is 


ephone cross arm, devoid of insulators, 
sawed off to about a four-foot length and 
placed parallel to the cable. 

Fig. 9 illustrates a standard method of 
spacing telephone and electric light inter- 
ests on a pole upon which a telephone ter- 
minal is to be placed. It is thought that 
this illustration will be self-explanatory 
as the cable-box and other locations and 
clearances are clearly shown. 


(Te be continued.) 


Biographical and Personal Notes 


P. Kerr Higgins, of Port Arthur, 
Texas, who is well known to Independ- 
ent telephone men, especially those in 
the Southwest, recently received word 
from his son, Lieut. W. W. Higgins, of 
the U. S. Aviation Corps, of his arrival 
in New York City, after 18 months’ 
service in France and Italy. Lieut. Hig- 
gins is a licensed military pilot, French, 
Italian and American, and is one of the 
few Americans entitled to wear the Ital- 
ian Golden Eagle. 

C. D. SeCheverell, of Superior, the 
secretary of the Wisconsin Rail- 
Commission, arrived in Madison 
May 1 and began his duties. Mr. SeChev- 
erell has but recently arrived from 
service abroad with the Y. M. C. A., but, 
prier to going abroad he had had consid- 
erable experience in connection with the 
operation of utilities. Mr. SeCheverell 
stcceeds H. L. Geisse, who resigned. 


L. W. Helmreich 


named engineer for the Arkansas Cor- 
poration Commission and assumed his 
new duties at the commission’s head- 
Little Rock May 1. Until 
his selection as engineer by the Arkansas 
commission Mr. Helmreich was an assist- 
ant engineer of the Missouri Public Ser- 
vice Commission. 

R. O. Dorland, general manager of 
the La Porte Telephone Co., La Porte, 
Ind., has a pretty good understanding of 
people and takes quite an interest in them, 


new 
road 


was_ recently 


quarters in 














R. O. Dorland, General Manager of the 
La Porte (ind.) Telephone Co. 

a valuable trait for a telephone manager 
As_ he is also kind-hearted 
and sympathetic, he will listen attentively 
to the troubles of his subscribers. 

“R. O.” is active and energetic and 
is naturally inclined toward 


to possess. 


business 


pursuits rather than professional. He 
has a good command of language and 
can undoubtedly talk very smoothly. He 
has an especially good memory of things 
having to do with dates. 

Shortly after graduating from Purdue 
University, at La Fayette, Ind., he entered 
the telephone business in his home town, 
La Porte, in 1896, as secretary and treas- 
urer of the La Porte Telephone Co., and 
several years ago he was also made gen- 
eral manager. The system now consists 
of seven exchanges, operating a total of 
some 4,900 telephones. 

Mr. Dorland is a member of both state 
and national Independent associations. 

Charles M. Nininger, a captain of 
the 37lst infantry, recently returned from 
France, has been made 
ager of the Cumberland Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., with headquarters in 
Nashville, Tenn. Mr. Nininger was dis- 
trict superintendent of the Bell prop- 
erties at Memphis, Tenn., for a num- 
ber of years. Prior to going to Memphis 
he was manager at Atlanta, Ga., and dur- 
ing his 15 years’ service with the company 
las held similar important positions. 


general man- 


E. F. Carter, since last October gen- 
eral manager of the Kansas division of 
the Southwestern Bell Telephone Co., 
with headquarters at Topeka, has been 
appointed general manager of the South- 
western Telegraph & Telephone Co., with 
headquarters in Dallas, Texas. He suc- 
ceeds A. B. Elias, who has been trans- 
ferred to St. Louis, Mo., as second vice- 
president of the Southwestern Bell Tele- 
phone Co. 

D. F. Turnbull, who has been acting 
general manager of the Cumberland 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., at Nash- 
ville, Tenn., for a short time, has returned 
to Louisville, Ky., and resumed the duties 
of general manager for the Cumberland 
system in Kentucky, which position he 
held when he entered the United States 
army as captain in the signal corps. 

L. R. Welliver, district accountant 
for the Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., with headquarters in St. Paul, Minn., 
is a likable chap and his agreeableness 
has been one of the 


factors in his suc- 


cess. Although conservative, he is a good 
mixer and is.popular among his associ- 
ates and friends. 

Born in the little Minnesota village of 
Eden Valley, he acquired his elementary 
education in the grade and high schools 
of that place. He then devoted three 
years to the study of accounting at the 
Minnesota University. 

On May 18, 1906, he commenced work- 
ing for the Northwestern Telephone Ex- 
change Co. at Minneapolis as bookkeeper. 
He was put in charge of the bookkeeping 
department in 1909 and appointed district 
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accountant March 1, 1912, in charge of 
exchanges. He was transferred to St 
Paul, August 21, 1915, as district 
countant following the division 
Minnesota telephone territory 


and 
last Ji 














L. R. Welliver, District Accountant of Tri- 
State Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
continued in that capacity for the Tri- 

State company. 

Mr. Welliver has won the reputation o! 
knowing his business. He is ambitious 
and methodical and likes work; in fact 
he likes to be doing things all the time 
He has an exceptionally well organized 
and loyal staff. He is a doer rather. tha 
a talker and lets his work speak for it- 
self. 

He can appreciate a good joke, especial! 
ly of a droll nature. With a good mem 
ory of and also of faces, Mir. 
Welliver rarely forgets a person whom 


places 


he has once met. 

H. R. Mason, district manager of 
the Michigan State Telephone Co., at 
Saginaw, Mich., recently tendered his res- 
ignation, effective May 31, when he will 
become associated with the General 
Motor Co., of Flint, Mich. Mr. Mason 
has been with the Bell company 28 years. 
starting as a repair man in Detroit. 

C. W. Emmer, manager of tlie 
Beaumont Telephone Co., of Beaumont. 
Texas, for the past 16 years, has resigned 
to accept a position as district manager 
for the Southwestern Telegraph & Teie- 
phone Co., with headquarters in Beau 
mont. 

J. M. Cook, chief clerk of the divi- 
sion commercial superintendent of the 
Southern Bell Telephone & Telegrap! 


Co., at Savannah, Ga., has taken over the 


management of the 
Lake Bu 


property and 
3utler 


Fla. 


Telephone Co., of 





















North Electric Co. of ‘Galion, Ohio, 
Reorganized. 

The North Electric Co., 
oldest manufacturers of high-grade tele- 
United States, 


one of the 


phone apparatus in the 


From Factory and Salesroom 


Convention: 


Miller, both tele- 
phone engineers of international reputa- 
their 


Berty and Kempster B. 


tion, have severed former connec- 


tions in order to apply their energies to 
this 


the successful development of new 


U. S. Association, Chicago, June 24-26 


active in the 
the invention, design, and 


phone 


Western Electric Co. in 
sale of tele- 
His 


United States and foreign 


apparatus patents in th 


countries num 


ber approximately 400 


lor a long period he 





has been reorganized un- 
der the laws of Ohio, as 
the North Electric Manu- 
facturing Co. The 
company acquired 
of debt, all of the prop- 
erty of the old North 
company, including a go- 
ing factory at Galion, 


new 
clear 


Ohio, and a large group 
of important patent rights 
covering machine switch- 
ing telephone systems. 
Charles H. North, the 
founder of the old com- 
pany and who for 
than 30 years been 
prominently identified with 
the telephone manufactur- 
ing business of this coun- 
try, remains with the new 
company as president; and 


more 
has 














was assistant chief engi 
neer of the Western Elec- 
tric Co. and later was 
chief engineer of its for 
eign 


ing that time in charge of 


factories, being dur- 


the development, manu 


facture and sale of the 
MecBerty machine switch- 
ing telephone systems 


(both automatic and semi- 
automatic) marketed by 
the Western 
in countries foreign to the 
United States No 
had with the 
development of the 


Electric Co 


one 
more to do 
com 
mon battery manual sys 
tem than he, and his con 


tributions to the machine 





switching art have been 





George C. Steele, who for 
the past 19 years served 
as secretary and treasurer 
of the old company, remains as secretary 
of the new. 
What attracts greatest 


that Krank R. Me- 


new organization is 


Kempster B. 
Known in the Telephone Field, 
Is General 


Miller, 


interest in the 


Who Is Well 


Manager. 


enterprise, Mr. McBerty as_ vice-presi- 


dent and Mr. Miller in the capacity of 
general manager. 


For 30 years Mr. McBerty has 
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Charles H. North, Founder of North 
Electric Co., Remains With New Mr 
Company as President. 


been 


no less important 

Miller has _ for 
than 25 
with the 


more vears been 


prominently connected tele- 
phone industry, as a manufacturer, con- 
tele- 


this 


sulting engineer and operator of 


phone exchanges. During most of 


TT WS ah 
Oe ar. y 





Interior Views of the Factory of the North Electric & Manufacturing Co. Showing the Factory Equipment. 
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time he has been a member of the well- 
known tirm of McMeen & Miller, and 
also has been chief engineer to the re- 
ceivers of the Central Union Telephone 
Co. 
signed. 


from which position he recently re- 
Few men are better known in 
the telephone industry. 

Immediately upon its organization on 
October 24, 191%, the North Electric Man- 
ufacturing Co., at the request of officers 
of the Signal Corps of the United States 
Army, placed its facilities at the 
governinent 


entire 


disposal of the and was 


awarded a contract for something over a 
quarter of a million doilars’ worth of 
wireless telephone equipment for use on 
army airplanes. It was not until Febru- 
that tie 


cleared of this war work and ready to 


ary of this vear factory was 

















Frank R. McBerty, Vice-President of the 
North Electric & Manufacturing Co. 


the manufacture for 


which the company was organized. 


embark on line of 


The principal product oi the company 
will be machine switching telephone sy:- 
tems, wherein the connecting and discon- 
necting of subscribers and all collateral 
functions 


involved in telephone 


service are performed auromatically !, 


giving 


machines at the central offce rather than 
by cords, plugs, and jacks, as is now the 
general practice. 

As is well known, the old North com- 
pany was one of the pioneers in this line 
of work, its automanual 
Lima, Ashtabula 
Galesburg, 


exchanges a 
and Conneaut, Ohio: 
Ill.; Greensburz, Ind.; Hood 
River, Ore., and other places, having at- 
tracted attention throughvut the world 
and having brought forth most favorable 
comment from the Bureau of Standards 
at Washington. 

Messrs. Miller and McBerty are strong 
in their conviction that machine switch- 
ing must. supplant manual _ switching. 
They believe that the keyboard method 
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of control, wherein a very few operators 
set up on simple keyboards the numbers 
orally requested by the calling subscribers, 
is, in more economical and 
more satisfactory to the subscribers than 


most cases, 
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While its regular output will be aut 
manual equipment, the company stand 
ready to contract for dial controlled « 
full 
the economic 


wher 
thei 


so-called automatic systems 


conditions warrant 

















Factory of the North Electric & Manufactur ng Co. at Galion, Ohio. 


the dial 
themselves control the 


method, wherein the subscribers 


central office ma- 
chinery. 
It is en account of 


this belief in ma- 


chine switching and in the soundness of 


the principles underlying the automanual 


adoption or the customers prefer then 


In this connection, the company has ready 


for the market a full atiomatic P.B.N 
system which, it is claimed, has unique 
and attractive features. 

The factory of the North Electr 




















Operating Room at Lima—Operator’s Control Automatic Machine Switching Equipmen 


system, already brought te a successful 
state of commercial development, that 
they have been willing to sever their im- 
portant former connections and cast their 
lot with this company. 


Manufacturing Co. is located at Gali 
Ohio, and consists of a two-story, m 
ern, brick building, immediately adjo 
ing the Erie and Big Four railroads. 
was in this factory that the equipme! 






















May 10, 1919. TELEPHONY 37 








Are el ; i a8: 2 a - 4 TIPS id 


In This Picture 


are some of the envelopes used by our foreign customers in writing to us. 
They show the breadth and international scope of our business. Pictured 
above are envelopes from the Americas, Africa, Europe and Asia. In pass 
ing, let us mention that these foreign houses are decidedly enthusiastic 
| over the Skinderviken Transmitter Button. 

It is difficult to find a telephone man in the United States who has not heard of the 
Skinderviken Transmitter Button. But, have YOU tried one? Better send us a requi- 
sition for one on 30 days’ trial. The ob‘igation is on our part. May we not hear 


irom you? 


SKINDERVIKEN TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT CO., Inc. 


2134-36 N. Clark St., Chicago 
335 Broadway, New York City 


When writing, don’t forget to list your requirements on telephones and equipment. 
See our list, page 43. 








third panel is a pic- 
ture of a Skinderviken 
Button mounted on 
the diaphragm, while 
in the fourth panel, 
the diaphragm is re- 
placed in the casing 
It works great! 


In the first panel is a 
eut of the Skinder- 
viken Transmitter but- 
ton. The second panel 
shows an ordinary 
transmitter with the 
bridge removed. The 








(Actual Size) 









































Ptease tell the Advertiser you saw his Advertisement in TELEPHONY. 
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for Lima, Ohio, and some of the other 
later automanual exchanges were built. 
The system of the Lima Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. has been in successful op- 
eration for about four years, 
more than 10,000 subscribers. The Lima 
Chamber of Commerce has stated that 
Lima has “the best telephcne service in 
the United States.” 


serving 


Improved Buffalo Grip with Auto- 
matic Locking Device. 

The accompanying iilustration 
an improved buffalo 


shows 


pattern of grip, 





Elections. 

New Market, Inp.—The New Market 
Telephone Co. held its annual meeting 
recently and re-elected the following of- 
ficers for the ensuing year: R. C. Bu- 
senbark, president; John Childers, vice- 
president; E. S. Wray, secretary-treas- 
urer. The directors are as follows: 
Samuel Demoret, John Childers, Aaron 
Douglas, Arthur Caplinger, A. D. Sea- 
man, J. D. Vancleave, John Doyel, R. C. 
3usenbark and Otto Hite. 

Griswo_p, Iowa.—At the annual meet- 
ing of the Farmers Mutual Telephone 
Co. the following officers were chosen: 
President, James O’Connor; vice-presi- 
dent, James A. Blain; secretary-treasur- 
er, P. L. Arrasmith. 

Howett, Micw. — The Livingston 
County Mutual Telephone Co. held its 
annual meeting recently and elected di- 
rectors as follows for the ensuing year: 
Fred Keuhn, of Fowlerville; Clark H. 
Miner, of Howell; S. E. Swarthout, of 
Pinckney; F. E. Bidwell, of Brighton, 
and William Sidell, of Fowlerville. “i 

LEWISTOWN, MINN.—The recently or- 
ganized Forest Grove Telephone Co.., 
capitalized at $10,000, has elected the fol- 
lowing officers: H. L. Holmes, president ; 





Automatic Machine Switching Equipment at Lima (Ohio) Exchange. 


171, which is used 
for stretching telegraph, telephone and 
electric light wires. 

This grip has an automatic locking de- 
vice and by throwing the loop in an 
upright position it locks the grip open, 
so that the lineman can handle it with 
one hand. When the pull or strain is 
placed on the loop, it automatically en- 
gages the wire. This feature makes it 
a one-hand tool. 

This tool was designed by the “Red 
Devil” Tool Works, Irvington, N. J., of 
which Smith & Hemenway Co., Inc., 


known as Type No. 





Condensed Telephone News 


Officers of Companies Are Urgently Requested to Forward to Us Promptly 
All Financial and Other Statements as Soon as Issued and Any Items Relat- 
ing to Construction, Rebuilding, or Changes in Their Plants and Systems 
and D. N. 


J. L. Hunt, vice-president 
Hitch, secretary-treasurer. The officers 
and H. Johnson and Oscar Hanson form 
the board of directors. 

MENAHGA, Minn.—The Menahga Wes- 
tern Telephone Co. held its annual meet- 
ing recently and elected the following of- 
ficers for the coming year: President, A. 
P. Danielson; secretary, Anton Ander- 
son; treasurer, Andrew Karjala. Direc- 
tors were chosen as follows: Caleb Hil- 
tunen, Emil Wenell, James Upwood, 
G. Arola and Nels Salo. 

Aurora, Nes.—At the annual meeting 
of the Hamilton County Farmers Tele- 
phone Association FE. D. Snider was 
elected president and T. M. Scott, vice- 
president. 

Monroe, Nes.—At the annual meeting 


of the Monroe Telephone Co. officers 
were elected as follows: President, E. 
B. Daniels; vice-president, John P. 


Bratt; secretary and manager, W. E. 
Sell; treasurer, R. E. Mattison. These, 
together with H. E. Nelson, Simon Pier- 
son and C. J. Garlow compose the board 
of directors. 

This is a reorganization of the official 
staff, due to the withdrawal of Alfred 
Bratt, principal owner and _ long-time 
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are was placed 


in practical 


proprietors. Before it 
on the market it was put 
service for a three months’ test. 

This grip is approved by the linemen 
because they can handle it entirely with 
one hand. It is made in three 
No. 1 for No. 6 wire and smaller, No. 2 
for No. 0 wire and smaller, and No. 3 
for No. 0000 wire and smaller. 

This improvement will be put on either 


sizes: 


stvle grip with loop or with double pul- 
ley, and undoubtedly will be very much 





























appreciated by electricians, linemen and 
anyone desiring to stretch wires. 

The tool is made of high carbon cold 
rolled steel, white nickel-plated. 









Paragraph. 





THE AMERICAN ELeEctric Co., of Chi 
cago, has issued a folder illustrating mag- 







neto sets and _ presenting arguments 
showing the advantages of American 
apparatus. 












president, whose stock was purchased by 
Messrs. Mattison, Bell and Garlow. The 
new president, E. B. Dannals, had been 
secretary of the company since its incep- 
tion. 

Dunpez, N. Y.—The following direc- 
tors were elected by the Dundee & Crys- 
tal Springs Telephone Co. at its annual 
meeting: Alonzo Eaton, John Hallock, 
Marvin Price, Henry A. Tuttle, Jesse ‘ 
Knapp, Edwin J. Bailey, Edward & 
Sherwood and Fred Sebring. At a sub- 
sequent meeting of the directors officers 
were elected as _ follows: President, 
Alonzo Raton; vice-president, John Hal- 
lock; secretary, Marvin Price; treasurer 
John Hallock. 

Lowvitte, N. Y.—At the annual m¢ 
ing of the Black River Telephone Co. thc 
following directors were elected: F. !’ 
Lansing, William F. Hayes, H. B. B 
nap, George Sherwood, D. C. © 
Charles W. Pratt, J. J. Dornser, Dr. ' 
A. Kelly, George S. Reed, H. A. Pea 
and H. F. Stevens. At a subsequent 
meeting officers were elected as folloy 3 
President, Charles W. Pratt; vice-pres'!- 
dents, Dr. W. A. Kelly and J. J. Dornser: 
secretary. S. C. Ormsbee; treasurer 
George Sherwood. 
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Here is a New Auto Wire Reel 
Which Will Interest You! 


Saves time and labor. Will reel up one 
mile of wire in ten minutes into one 
smooth, solid bale without cutting wire. Can 
be used as a hand take-up or pay-out reel. 
Is adjustable from 15 to 26 in. Easy to at- 
tach—will not mar wheel. You will find 
that this reel will work faithfully every day. 


Y ae need never give a | ; , 

thought nates ti safety Literature and Prices on Request 
of your telephone prop- 

erty if you use the ARGUS. 


If you are a firm believer in 
having the best, you will 
write us for more informa- 
tion about the ARGUS. 


Foote Pierson & Company, Inc. 


160 DUANE ST. - NEW YORK CITY 


ey 


aD 


i 
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The Auto Reel Mfg. Co., Rankin, Ill. 




















TELEPHONE BRACKETS |] 2 SERQSSEEES | wscocice voremetsrs ana vor. 


ammeters are highly regarded for 


MONEY MAKERS FOR YoU i pat “§ their workmanship and quality. 

_ i i i ; ick- . r: a/$:8 Every exchange should have 
Furnish subscribers with these conveniences. Quick ‘ a or, ee, See. Sere hare 
ens service, saves cordage, pre- : A resistances and locate trouble 

vents breakage, adds to income. io i as yay@ Quickly in addition to measur- 


Best made and most widely used. ing current. Moderately priced. 
Literature on request. 


Attractive Prices to Exchanges % : ve. ee: ms 
MANUFACTURERS aay ae “ ite L. M. PIGNOLET 
; % 80 Cortlandt St., New York 








COMPANY 


State and 64th Streets 
CHICAGO 


Adopted as 
standard by 
exchanges 
everywhere 
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Rocuester, N. Y.—At the annual meet- 
ing of the stockholders of the Rochester 
Telephone Co. the following directors 
were elected for the ensuing year: Innis 
P. Allen, Horace F. Atwood, Charles M. 
Beattie, Frank M. Ellery, Gustav Erbe, 
George R. Fuller, Fred C. Goodwin, Mor- 
ris D. Knapp, Thomas FE. Lannin, Carl 
F. Lomb, W. Roy McCanne, W. W. Mil- 
ler, George D. Morgan, J. Craig Powers, 
George F. Roth, Peter A. Vay, J. Foster 
Warner, Fred W. Zoller, H. H. Littell 
and William T. Farrel. 

De_ta, Ounto.—At the annual meeting 
of the Citizens Mutual Telephone Co. 
the following officers were elected: Pres- 
ident, Gotleib Stiriz; vice-president, 
Bradley E. Grover; secretary, Edward 
G. Dailey; treasurer, William C. Hoch; 
trustees, Daniel Stover and William 
Mohr. 

LaNpIsBuRG, Pa.—The Perry County 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. has elected 
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officers for the ensuing year as follows: 
President, James M. Moose, New Bloom- 
field; secretary, J. G. Morrow, New 
Bloomfield; treasurer, James C. Borden, 
Landisburg. Mr. Morrow succeeds J. 
C. Waggoner, and Mr. Borden succeeds 
J. R. Wilson. R. J. Makibbin, of Green 
Park, will continue as superintendent. 

TREZEVANT, TENN.—At the = annual 
stockholders’ meeting of the Trezevant 
Telephone Co., the officers were re-elected 
for the ensuing year, as follows: Presi- 
dent, J. L. Cochran; vice-president, W. F. 
Smith, manager, R. L. Bryant; secretary- 
treasurer, John G. Holmes. The follow- 
ing were elected to serve with the officers 
on the executive board for the year: 
Thomas Baker, Herschel Hames, Elbert 
Ethridge, Fred Roswell, William Cloyd 
and Harve Jones. 

OAKFIELD, Wis.—At the annual meet- 
ing of the Oakfield Telephone Co. the 
following officers were elected for 1919: 
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President, James H. Bierne; vice-presi- 
dent, W. E. Ehrhardt; secretary and 
treasurer, W. E. Bristol. G. I. Edward 
and W. E. Ehrhardt were elected direct 
ors for a term of three years to succeed 
themselves. 


Miscellaneous. 


KNOXVILLE, Iowa.—The exchange of 
the Marion County Electric Co. was re- 
cently destroyed by fire, entailing a loss 
estimated at $13,000, of which $8,000 is 
covered by insurance. New switchboards 
were immediately rushed from Chicago 
and Des Moines and steps taken to im- 
mediately restore service. 

STEPHENVILLE, TEXAS.—The Gulf States 
Telephone Co., of Tyler, Texas, has pur- 
chased the Stephenville Telephone Co. 
and plans to make important improve- 
ments and extensions to the Stephenville 
system. R. B. Still is general manager of 
the Gulf States company. 








OPPORTUNITIES (Continued From 


Page 43) 





HELP WANTED ~ 


WANTED—One or two lady opera- 
tors to take charge of operating 
switchboard, 250 subscribers. Position 
now open. Residence furnished, with 
fuel and light. Steady employment. 
State salary when answering. A. E. 





Stepfield, M.D., Doylestown, Ohio. 


WANTED—Cable splicer. One who 
is competent to locate and clear all | 
kinds of cable trouble. No boozers | 
need apply. 
give reference. Tri-State 
Co., Uniontown, Pa. 


State salary expected and | 
Telephone | 


FOR SALE 


EQUIPMENT WANTED — 2500 sec- 


ond hand solid back transmitters, with 


mouthpieces and backs. Smaller quan-’ 


tities considered, but price them right. 
Address Lock Box 134, Olney, IIL. 


FOR SALE—Entire county, 53 miles 
toll line, 3 exchanges, excellent rates, 
no competition, new territory, delight- 
ful climate. 1918 income, $9,750.00, less 
salaries and expenses, leaving $5,440.00 
net revenue for the year. Price. 
$15,000.00, $8,000.00 cash, terms on bal- 
ance. Address, Box 106, Dickens, Tex. 





TRENTON, 


JOHN A. ROEBLING’S SONS CO. 


NEW JERSEY 


» 


and Steel 
Grades 


ject 


than solid copper. 











| 
| 


TELEPHONE EXCHANGES bought 
and Sold. Write for bargains or list 
your properties for quick sale. Farm 
lands to exchange. G. W. Leyda, 
Deerfield, Wis. 


TELEPHONE EXCHANGE in Min- 
nesota, 130 phones, growing fast, high- 
grade equipment. Owner must sell. 
Address, 3638, care of TELEPHONY. 

POSITIONS WANTED 

WANTED — Position 
plant chief or wire chief. 
diana preferred. 
2500 stations. 


TELEPHONY. 








as manager, 

Ohio or In- 
Exchange of about 
Address 3637, care of 


ARISTOS “COPPERWELD” 
COPPER CLAD STEEL WIRE 


Steel for strength; Copper for cenduc- 
tivity; and the following advantages over 
solid copper wire — less weight — higher 
elastic limit—smaller diameter for equal 
work, giving less projected surface sub- 
to wind pressure and capable of 
supporting sleet load—and for the same 
cost you get much more 


Drawn from the product 
of Copper Clad Steel Co. 
Pittsburgh 


“Copperweld” 


PAGE STEEL & WIRE CO. 


Sales Offices: 30 Church Street, New York 


Plants: Monessen, Pa., and Adrian, Mich. 


Western Representatives: Steel Sales Corporation, Chicago 
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The L &N Type S Portable Testing Set 


* Accurate—Rugged—Inexpensive 





At no sacrifice of quality or accuracy we are now producing an inexpensive 
The low price of this set is made possible 
because of a design which has been carefully worked out to admit of advan- 
tageous manufacture of parts in quantities. Further, the design is such that 
assembling is easily and quickly done. t ; 
Northrup reliability have been retained. Our guarantee is behind every set. 


Price $75 


Dial Decade Testing Set. 


Accuracy and the usual Leeds & 





Let us Send you Bulletin No. 530. 


It describes the set in detail. 





The Leeds and Northrup Co. 


4901 Stenton Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 








Please tell the Aavertiser you saw his Advertisement in TELEPHONY. 





